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Ethics complaint filed against WMC and RSLC 
over “Pants on Fire” ad 

Kelly allies continue airing discredited and blatantly false ad  

MILWAUKEE — The campaign of Judge Jill Karofsky has filed a complaint 
with the Wisconsin Elections Commission, as Dan Kelly’s allies continue to air 
a discredited ad that was labeled “Pants on Fire” by PolitiFact last week. 

The ads, currently being aired by Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce 
and the Republican State Leadership Committee, falsely claim Karofsky was 
responsible for negotiating a plea deal in State of Wisconsin v. Donald A. 
Worley, Dane County Circuit Court Case No. 1999-CF-396. In reality, Karofsky 
made no appearances in this case until over a year after the plea agreement 
was made and the defendant was sentenced. 

In their investigation of the claims last week, PolitiFact Wisconsin wrote, 
“Karofsky didn’t touch the case until more than a year after the plea 
agreement reducing the charges and the sentencing imposing no jail time. The 
ad is based on sloppy research that misunderstood the meaning of the online 
case records. We rate this claim Pants on Fire.” 

On Friday, the Karofsky campaign sent cease and desist letters to both groups 
and has provided documentation proving Karofsky was not assigned to the 
Worley case during the initial trial and plea agreement. Despite this 
documentation, both groups have continued airing this attack. 

“Dan Kelly’s allies have had days to correct this disgusting, slanderous and 
patently false attack on Judge Karofsky, but they’ve chosen to continue lying 
to the people of Wisconsin,” said Karofsky Campaign Manager Tyler 
Hendricks. “With just days until the election, the Wisconsin Ethics 
Commission needs to take immediate action to stop special interests from 
interfering with this election.” 

https://click.ngpvan.com/k/16736504/178055102/-1051058973?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMDcvMS83NDk0NyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI3Y2FiNjEyMC05ODczLWVhMTEtYTk0Yy0wMDE1NWQwM2IxZTgiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIndoZWVsZXJAdGhld2hlZWxlcnJlcG9ydC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=4Wb_fdZWr-Yjv_TKD7IcFg45E_qaccacES-b6of_68g=&emci=dcc1d1c4-9673-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=7cab6120-9873-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=9551097


Read the full ethics complaint here. 
  

### 

  

Jill Karofsky has nearly three decades of legal experience that have prepared her to 
hold criminals and corrupt politicians accountable as our next Supreme Court Justice. 
As a sitting trial court judge, a former state and local prosecutor, a victims’ rights 
advocate, and the state’s first Violence Against Women resource prosecutor, she knows 
how important it is to apply the rule of law fairly and honestly.  

Karofsky’s commitment to justice has been recognized statewide, earning her the WI 
Coalition Against Sexual Assault’s “Voices of Courage Award,” the WI Victim/Witness 
Professional Association’s “Professional of the Year,” and the “Significant Impact” 
Award from a local organization dedicated to ending domestic violence. She currently 
serves on the Wisconsin Judicial Education Committee and chairs the Violence Against 
Women STOP Grant committee. She previously co-chaired the Attorney General’s 
Sexual Assault Response Team, and served on the Governor’s Council on Domestic 
Abuse, the WI Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board, the Wisconsin Crime Victims 
Council, and the Dane County Big Brothers/Big Sisters Board of Directors.   

Karofsky was born and raised in south-central Wisconsin, where her mother was a 
small town mayor and her father was a local pediatrician. In addition to her 
accomplishments in the courtroom, Karofsky is a two-time Ironman Triathlete and a 
long-distance runner. She has two children, a daughter in college and a son in high 
school. 

Her campaign is at JillForJustice.com, on Facebook/Instagram at /jillforjustice, & on 
Twitter at @judgekarofsky. 

Jill Karofsky’s campaign can be found at JillForJustice.com, on Facebook and 
Instagram at /jillforjustice, and on Twitter at @judgekarofsky. 
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