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Xcel Energy files request to switch to more efficient 
LED street lighting  

Plan will save communities energy and money 

 
EAU CLAIRE, Wis. – If a request from Xcel Energy is approved by the Public 

Service Commission of Wisconsin, communities in the company’s service area will soon 
see the economic and aesthetic rewards of light emitting diode streetlights.  

Xcel Energy today filed an application with the PSCW to replace most of the 
company’s street lights with LED technology. If approved as filed, Xcel Energy will offer 
to replace about 25,000 fixtures in western and northern Wisconsin over the next five 
years. The cost of the replacement is built into the proposed rate, so there won’t be an 
up-front expense for municipalities. The filing also includes a proposal for a new rate for 
communities who have or will install their own energy-efficient LED streetlights.  

“We are committed to helping our communities save energy and money and LED 
streetlights do both,” said Mark Stoering, president, Northern States Power Company-
Wisconsin, an Xcel Energy company. “Xcel Energy is making this investment in new 
technology in step with our commitment to support the energy goals of the communities 
we serve.” 

LED streetlights produce more light per watt of power consumed than 
conventional lights and have reduced maintenance costs. Plus, the cooler light emitted by 
LEDs provides a brighter, crisper aesthetic. 

Xcel Energy tested the latest LED technology through pilot projects in West St.  
Paul, Minn., and communities in the utility’s Colorado and Texas service territories. West 
St. Paul, with a 537-LED streetlight upgrade in 2012, was the largest project. Results 
showed a 42 percent reduction in energy use when compared to high-pressure sodium 
units.  

“We want to be responsive to requests from our communities for more energy-
efficient street lighting options,” Stoering said. “This initiative will allow us to bring 
advanced lighting to our communities and provide environmental and economic benefits 
as we move toward the more-efficient technology.” 
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If approved by the PSCW, Xcel Energy will launch a coordinated effort to 
upgrade all 100- to 400-watt high-pressure sodium street lights to lower wattage LED 
solid-state units as efficiently as possible. The rollout calls for converting about 5,000 
lights each year.  

 

# # # 

 

Xcel Energy (NYSE: XEL) is a major U.S. electricity and natural gas company with 
regulated operations in eight Western and Midwestern states. Xcel Energy provides a 
comprehensive portfolio of energy-related products and services to 3.4 million electricity 
customers and 1.9 million natural gas customers through its regulated operating 
companies. Holding company headquarters are located in Minneapolis. The company’s 
Wisconsin and Michigan operating company headquarters are located in Eau Claire, Wis. 
More information is available at xcelenergy.com. 
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