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Poynette: Wednesday, the Assembly Natural Resources and Sporting Legacy Committee voted 

to approve Assembly Bill 61 which limits the current DNR regulation which bans the baiting and 

feeding of deer in any county in which Chronic Wasting Disease or Bovine Tuberculosis are 

found in either a wild or captive white-tailed deer or any adjacent county within 10 miles from 

the location of the diseased animal. AB 61 limits any baiting or feeding ban to three years in the 

county where the diseased deer is found if no further detection of CWD or two years in the 

adjacent county. 

 

The ban on baiting and feeding was put into place because deer congregate in areas where deer 

bait is placed and CWD and Bovine Tuberculosis can be transmitted from the saliva or other 

bodily fluids of a diseased deer. Bovine Tuberculosis is a very serious disease for dairy and cattle 

farm operations.  Bovine Tuberculosis breakouts in the wild deer herds in Minnesota, Michigan 

and Indiana have caused significant hardship in the agricultural community. 

 

Testimony from several wildlife health experts and veterinarians indicated that a 3 or 2 year ban, 

even with significant testing of deer in the contaminated area, is insufficient to assure that CWD 

or Bovine Tuberculosis is not still present in the wild deer herd in the area. Bovine Tuberculosis 

is transmissible from wild deer to cattle. No countervailing scientific information was presented 

to the Committee.  

 

Neither the Department of Natural Resources nor the Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection animal health experts were present at the committee hearing because of an 

Administration policy that state agencies cannot testify on legislation unless requested by the 

author of the bill or the chair of the committee hearing the bill.  

 

The bill was opposed by the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation and the Wisconsin Conservation 

Congress. A proposal similar to AB 61 was rejected by the DNR’s Chronic Wasting Disease Plan 

Advisory Committee that included several hunting organizations including the Congress and the 

Federation. In addition a majority of the DNR’s County Deer Advisory Committees rejected a 

similar proposal. 

 

 

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation is the state’s largest conservation organization with over 200 

hunting, fishing and trapping clubs. The Federation’s Mission is the advancement of conservation 

education and support for scientifically based conservation policies on a state and federal level. 

 

 


