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Advocates & Health Experts Unite to Oppose “Co-Sleeping” Legislation 
Urges Elected Leaders to Invest in Evidence Based Programs Rather Than Criminalize Parents  

  
Madison – The Wisconsin Alliance for Women’s Health (WAWH) is joining a long list of advocacy and health 
care organizations opposing Senate Bill 46 – legislation to criminalize “intoxicated co-sleeping” and encourage a 
focus on community-based efforts to educate new parents about the full range of unsafe sleep risk factors, 
such as soft sleep surfaces, pillows, blankets, placing the infant to sleep on its back and co-sleeping.  
 
On Tuesday, the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services is scheduled to hear testimony on this bill.  
Health care organizations like the Wisconsin Medical Society, the Wisconsin Hospital Association and the 
Wisconsin Public Health Association are all registered in opposition of the legislation.    
 
Evidence shows that the most common factor in unsafe-sleep-related infant deaths is the presence of soft 
objects such as pillows, quilts and blankets which can cause the infant to accidently suffocate. Beyond soft 
objects, the next two most common risk factors are exposure to secondhand smoke (present in about 60% of 
cases) and placing an infant to sleep on his or her side or stomach (about 40% of cases) rather than on his or 
her back.   
 
“Health care experts agree that criminalization of intoxicated co-sleeping will not reduce unsafe-sleep-related 
infant deaths in Wisconsin,” said WAWH Executive Director Sara Finger.  “A better priority for our legislators 
would be to invest taxpayer dollars to support programs that demonstrate improvement in infant and family 
health outcomes.” 
 
Research shows that programs such as home visiting; Women, Infant and Children’s (WIC); and mental health 
services have reduced preterm birth (PTB), improved infant outcomes, and reduced government spending. 
Giving families the support they need to provide a healthy environment for their infant will reduce the number 
of infant death from sleep-related causes and PTB. PTB causes 53% of all infant mortality. 
 
“While we share the goal to reduce the number of tragic and unnecessary infant deaths related to intoxicating 
co-sleeping, we support a more productive and humane approach to the issue,” said WAWH Executive Director 
Sara Finger. 
 

 
### 

The vision of the Wisconsin Alliance for Women’s Health (WAWH) is an environment in which all Wisconsin women, at every stage and every 
stage of their life, can realize their optimal health, safety and economic security. Visit www.supportwomenshealth.org. 
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