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Constituents Voice Concern over State Budget 
 

By State Senator Julie Lassa 

 

Over the past several weeks, I have had a chance to hear the comments of hundreds of people from central and 

western Wisconsin regarding various provisions contained in the Governor’s budget proposal.  In addition to the 

letters, phone calls and emails I’ve received, I attended budget listening sessions in Wisconsin Rapids, Sparta, 

and Wausau, and two in Stevens Point.   The level of interest in this budget is high and most people are 

particularly concerned about a handful of issues. 

  Perhaps the most emotional response came from those who are concerned about the dramatic changes 

proposed in long-term care services.  We heard from many frail older adults and individuals with physical and 

developmental disabilities who rely on these programs for a wide range of services, including skilled in-home 

nursing, adult day care, meal delivery, mental health treatment, and much more.  Many are concerned that the 

Governor’s proposed changes to Family Care and IRIS will eliminate our current network of local service 

providers and open the door to a big, out-of-state managed care corporation with no ties to Wisconsin.  They 

fear that people will have fewer options, and their choice of physicians and other health professionals will be 

restricted.  In some cases, people may be forced to change doctors if they want to receive long-term care 

services.  Also at risk are the local Aging and Disability Resource Centers, which people of all income levels 

depend on to answer questions and find resources they or their loved ones need. 

Another source of constituent concern is the Governor’s plan to make SeniorCare, the state’s 

prescription drug program for older citizens, a supplemental program to the federal Medicare Part D program, 

which seniors would be compelled to buy if they want prescription drug coverage.  SeniorCare is popular 

because it is much simpler to enroll in than Part D, and it can be substantially cheaper.  The constituents I’ve 

heard from are afraid the Governor’s changes will make prescription drug coverage unaffordable, and bring us 

back to the days when Wisconsin seniors often had to choose between paying for their prescriptions and buying 

groceries; some were forced to cut their dosage in half to stretch their prescriptions. 
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Many at the listening sessions voiced their opposition to the impact of the Governor’s budget proposal 

on the state’s education institutions, including a $300 million cut to the University of Wisconsin System over 

two years, the largest cut in state funding in the institution’s history.  The Governor’s budget cuts our public K-

12 schools as well.  Under his plan, schools statewide will lose $127 million in per-pupil state aid next year. 

This comes on top of the $1.6 billion cut in Governor Walker’s first budget, a cut that has never been restored.  

The revenue limits on school property tax levies will remain flat, so schools will have no choice but to cut staff 

and programs vital to students’ educational success.   

We also heard much opposition to the proposed cuts to natural resources programming, including 

freezing the Stewardship Program for nearly 20 years, and the elimination of scientist positions at the DNR.  

The Governor would also remove the policy authority of the Natural Resources Board to guide the state’s game 

management and environmental protection policies.   

Overall, opposition to the Governor’s budget proposal was both overwhelming and diverse.  For 

example, at our Sparta listening session, of the 62 people in attendance, only four registered in favor of the 

budget; all 160 people attending the long-term care budget session in Stevens Point were opposed. 

  I appreciate the time people have taken to attend the listening sessions or to contact me with their 

thoughts on the budget or with stories about how it will impact their lives.  I encourage constituents to continue 

to pass along their comments to me on the budget so I can better represent our area in the State Senate. 
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