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WNA APPLAUDS GOVERNOR EVERS EMERGENCY ORDER #16 

Expedite Expansion, Enhance Efficiency of Healthcare Workforce 

 
Governor Evers Executive Order #16 provides a pathway for increasing the supply of healthcare workers, including 
nurses, through suspension of specific Administrative Rules 
 

  The Wisconsin Nurses Association (WNA) and its members want to convey its sincere appreciation to 

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers for issuing Emergency Executive Order #16.  The Order initiates 

suspension of certain administrative policies in an effort to increase the number, availability and 

efficiency of caregivers, including nurses. 

 

The Governor’s actions affecting nursing will allow; 1) Interstate Licensure Reciprocity - nurses licensed 

in another state may provide nursing care without procuring a Wisconsin license; 2) Re-entry of Retired 

Professionals with Expired Licenses - retired or other nurses wanting to reenter the workforce have an 

expedited license renewal process; 3) Schools of Nursing Flexibility - to teach nursing students through 

the use of increased virtual simulation which in turn will support students to graduate on time and be 

ready work.  

 

    “As the number of COVID-19 patients continue to rise, so will the need for more nurses to provide care in our 

hospitals, long term care facilities, home care and public health settings.  Emergency Order 16 will help fill 

some gaps that we anticipate will occur as a result of the virus.” states Pamela Macari Sanberg, President of the, 

Wisconsin Nurses Association. 

     

 The year 2020 has been declared by the World Health Organization the “Year of the Nurse” WNA is cannot 

thank the Governor enough for issuing this very important Executive Order.  

 

The Wisconsin Nurses Association (WNA) is the premier organization representing the interests of Wisconsin’s 

90,000 registered nurses. WNA advances the nursing profession by fostering high standards of nursing practice, 

promoting a safe and ethical work environment, bolstering the health and wellness of nurses, and advocating on 

health care issues that affect nurses and the public. WNA is at the forefront of improving the quality of health 

care for all. 
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