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Senate Bills 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59 
 

Chairman Wanggaard and committee members, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for 
giving Representative Sanfelippo’s and my victim prevention package a hearing. This 
legislation addresses the rapidly growing problem of violence in our state. Habitual criminality 
is an issue that is far too often ignored by lawmakers — a trend we intend to change.  
 
Over the past five years, national crime rates as a whole have dropped, but sadly Wisconsin’s 
have risen. According to the Uniform Crime Report compiled by the Department of Justice from 
2011 to 2015, Wisconsin saw a 72.6% increase in murder, 2% increase of sexual assaults, 13% 
increase in robberies, 21.5% increase in aggravated assaults, and 50% jump in motor vehicle 
thefts from 2013.  
 
Enough is enough.  
 
Behind every increased statistic I listed were people, victims. Yesterday at Christ Church in 
Milwaukee, Ola Zyszkiewicz — and her children Bryan, Heather and Morgan — gathered with 
friends and family to lay to rest her husband and the love of her life, Greg “Ziggy” Zyszkiewicz. 
Ziggy, a U.S. Army veteran, became a victim while serving his community as a city building 
inspector. He was found dead in his car after a carjacking by three habitually violent criminals. 
My staff has distributed an article from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel that details his recent 
horrific loss of life.  
 
When we focus on converting crime statistics into numbers and dollars, we often lose sight of 
the victims and the brutality they have endured, the anguish their families have gone through. 
It is with those people in mind that we bring these bills before you.        
 
I am angered by the endless accounts of Wisconsinites who have been victimized by individuals 
who have such little regard for the law or simple human decency. Victims have reached out to 
my office asking why Wisconsin officials appear more concerned with the implementation of 
offender programs than the immediate safety of their communities.  We are doing a poor job of 
separating those offenders who should be afforded opportunities for rehabilitation from those 
who do not belong on our streets. The refusal to accept that some offenders are unwilling to 
alter their behavior regardless of how many rehabilitative programs they have access to is 
naïve at best. 
 



  

 
 

As widespread efforts continue to promote an increase in offender diversion outreach, the 
number of violent crimes and victims skyrocket. As a result of system failures, we allow violent 
criminals who have victimized our communities in the most egregious manner the ability to 
continue to do so.  At what point does community safety become a priority?  Who is speaking 
up for victims? 

 
Wisconsin’s approach to criminal justice should be a two-pronged philosophy. Ensuring violent 
repeat offenders are no longer terrorizing our communities is as equally important as 
implementing alternatives to incarceration, if not more so.  The primary goal of any effective 
criminal justice policy should be to remove dangerous criminals from our streets. The public 
deserves that from us. 

 

A number of these bills establish or expand preemptive measures for dealing with violent 
offenders who have rejected rehabilitative measures. Individuals who betray the public’s trust 
on multiple occasions should be held to a higher standard. Victims deserve better from us, they 
should have never become a statistic.    
 
We do not wish to imprison individuals for minor criminal infractions, and our package also 
includes incentives for low-level offenders.  But those individuals who repeatedly commit 
crimes that endanger the public should be held appropriately accountable.  And while the cost 
of imprisonment is a burden to taxpayers, our families pay a far greater cost when their loved 
ones are murdered, assaulted, raped, robbed, car jacked and deprived of a personal sense of 
security.  
 
In closing, I will read excerpts from a letter submitted to Mayor Barrett and Milwaukee 
Common Council members from a Milwaukee resident and parent: 
 

"Another homicide occurred in my neighborhood two days ago.  I am saddened by this 
event and more frightened than ever because of it.  Things like this had not happened so 
close to my home for many years but now are a common occurrence.  I have seen a 
steep decline in my community over the past five years.   
 
“I am wondering where my city leaders are as crime is soaring in my neighborhood.  We 
are prisoners in our own homes yet the ones who should be in prison have freedom! Let 
that sink in. You are rolling the dice with those of us who have a vested interest in the 
community.  I have attempted to get someone's attention, anyone who would listen."    

 
Representative Sanfelippo and I are listening. We hope that the committee is listening, as well. 
This package of bills before you is simply the beginning of our effort to combat our rising crime 
issues and make law abiding residents our first priority. 

  
Thank you again for allowing me to testify on our victim prevention package. I would be happy 
to answer any questions. 


