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REP. HESSELBEIN URGES OPPOSITION TO FAST-TRACK TREATMENT 
FOR OBAMA’S SECRETIVE TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 

  

MADISON – Rep. Dianne Hesselbein (D-Middleton) today urged Wisconsin residents to 

oppose fast-track treatment of a secretive, far-reaching trade agreement with 12 countries of the 

Pacific Rim. 
  

“This agreement would have far-reaching, potentially destructive impacts on middle-class 

American families,” Hesselbein said today. “It has been negotiated in secret for several years 

without public input but with a lot of corporate input. The public deserves time to inspect and 

debate this consequential trade agreement.” 
The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is being promoted by President Barack Obama as an 

expansion of free trade, a protection to intellectual property, and a check to Chinese competition. 

It would be the largest trade deal in U.S. history, involving countries from Chile and Mexico to 

Japan, Vietnam and Australia, representing 792 million people and about 40 percent of the world 

economy. 

  
Obama has asked Congress to give him fast- track negotiating authority to approve TPP, 

which would allow him to sign the agreement before submitting it to Congress. Congress would 

have 90 days to approve it on an up-down vote. No amendments would be allowed, debate would 

be held to 20 hours, and only simple majorities would be required for ratification. 

  
One controversial provision, revealed Thursday in The New York Times, would 

reportedly allow corporations to sue the national and local governments of other countries for 

lost expected profits resulting from public health or environmental regulations.  
  

The corporate claims process, conducted in ad-hoc trade tribunals, reportedly would 

trump American law and offer the public no right to hold companies equally accountable. The 

White House insists that it would never agree to such terms, but secrecy rules forbid 

congressional skeptics from showing the draft agreement to independent experts. 
  
Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Madison) has announced his opposition to TPP and the fast-track 

process. 
 


