
Wisconsin Elections Commission 

212 East Washington Avenue, Third Floor 

P.O. Box 7984 

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7984 

 

 

Dear Chair Knudson, Commissioner Bostelmann, Commissioner Glancey, Commissioner Jacobs, 

Commissioner Spindell, and Commissioner Thomsen, 

 

We appreciate your leadership in navigating how Wisconsin can have a fair and safe Spring Election and 

Presidential Primary amid the COVID-19 pandemic. We understand that the safety of Wisconsin citizens 

is top priority as the state addresses challenges posed by COVID-19. 

 

Given the recent Safer at Home Order (Emergency Order #12), we know many individuals are 

quarantining and limiting social interaction in order to protect themselves. We are writing to urge you to 

take the following steps to increase the safety of Wisconsin citizens during the COVID-19 pandemic 

while ensuring that all Wisconsin citizens are able to participate in upcoming elections.   

 

We have heard from many citizens who are unfamiliar with the absentee voting process, including how to 

request a ballot and how to successfully complete and return their ballot to ensure it is counted. Knowing 

this, we ask that you: 

 

1. Commit to funding a public information campaign to inform voters of the availability of and 

processes associated with absentee voting and any changes to the process with a portion of the 

new HAVA funding that has been made available for election security or other funding that the 

WEC has available. 

  

  

We appreciate the guidance that the Wisconsin Elections Commission has provided in regards to the 

ballot witness requirements. We have talked with citizens who live alone and are unable to leave their 

homes as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is impossible for these voters to fulfill the requirement to 

have a witness sign and write their address on the absentee ballot certificate without risking their health. If 

the Wisconsin Elections Commission does not do something, these voters will be disenfranchised. In 

order to ameliorate the situation, we are asking: 

 

2. Waive the requirement to have a witness sign and write their address on the voter’s absentee 

ballot certificate. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anjali Bhasin 

Civic Engagement Director 

Wisconsin Conservation Voices 

anjali@conservationvoices.org, 608-208-1132 
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