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KELDA ROYS TO RUN FOR STATE SENATE 
Roys brings strong progressive values, effective leadership in race to succeed Sen. Fred Risser  

 
Madison, WI - Kelda Roys confirmed today that she will run for the open State Senate district being 
vacated by the retiring Sen. Fred Risser.  
 
“We celebrate and thank Sen. Risser for his many decades of service,” Roys said. ”I’ve had the privilege 
of knowing him since I was a young girl, and then serving with him in the legislature, where we finally 
passed a statewide smoking ban, worked to expand healthcare access to WIsconsinites, and defended 
constitutional principles of equal protection and due process. His public service legacy is unmatched, and 
I wish him and Nancy many wonderful trips and bike rides in the years to come. 
 
“To preserve Wisconsin’s future, we need effective, progressive leadership in this critical State Senate 
seat. In the midst of this global pandemic, the moral and economic necessity of healthcare for all, paid 
family and sick leave, student debt relief, and fair wages and taxation is even more urgent. We face a 
rapidly warming planet, right-wing assaults on our freedom, attacks on public education, and persistent 
and systemic racial injustice. Each of these problems are made worse because of the corruption in our 
political system, corruption that allows billionaires and big corporations to bend our government to their 
will, at our literal expense.  
 
“Yet despite our significant challenges, I am filled with hope about what we can do together, because our 
future depends on it. During this pandemic, we’ve seen thousands of people in our community risk 
themselves every day to help others get groceries, access health services, or care for children. Our 
community is strong because we care for each other, and because we work together. As your next state 
senator, I pledge to do all I can to advance progressive Democratic values, build a strong Democratic 
majority, and solve our challenges together.” 
 
A Madison native, Kelda Roys, 40, is a former State Representative, attorney, and small business owner. 
She ran for governor of Wisconsin in 2018, and she helped lead the opposition to Act 10, Scott Walker’s 
2010 attack on unions. Roys and her husband, Dan Reed, live in the 26th Senate District with their four 
girls.  
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KELDA HELEN ROYS, 40, is a small business owner, 
former state representative, and attorney. A dynamic 
community leader, advocate for women and 
children, and skilled policymaker, Roys is running for 
State Senate in WIsconsin’s 26th District. Currently, 
Roys is an attorney and CEO & Founder of 
OpenHomes, a real estate brokerage serving 
customers throughout southern Wisconsin. 

 
A Madison native,, Kelda’s passion for public service was inspired by her mother, a social 
worker, father, a prosecutor, and stepfather, an environmental lawyer. Graduating from 
college in 3 years, while working full time during the last year to help pay for her education, 
Roys earned a B.A. magna cum laude in Politics, Drama, and Cultural Studies from NYU. In 
2004, Roys earned a JD magna cum laude from UW Law School, where, as part of the 
WIsconsin Innocence Project, she helped pass landmark criminal justice reforms to prevent 
wrongful convictions.  
 
After law school, Roys became executive director of NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin, where she 
developed innovative and successful efforts to expand emergency contraception access 
through state and local policy. Under her leadership, Wisconsin passed the first pro-choice 
law in three decades, the Compassionate Care for Rape Victims Act, despite an anti-choice 
Assembly. Roys also worked on initiatives to reduce infant mortality and address racial 
disparities in health care. 
 
In 2008, Kelda won a competitive six-way primary for State Assembly, knocking on 20,252 
doors, and became the youngest then-serving state legislator. Roys’ district spanned 
Northwestern Dane County, representing a diverse population of urban, suburban, and rural 
voters. In her second term, Roys was elected Democratic Caucus Chair and, during historic 
protests, she helped lead the opposition to Gov. Scott Walker’s attack on long-standing 
worker protections. 
 
Rep. Roys served as vice-chair of the Committee on Health and Healthcare Reform, enabling 
80,000 Wisconsinites to have access to healthcare. She passed laws on a wide range of 
progressive issues, including health care, economic justice, election and campaign finance 
reform, consumer protection, child safety, conservation, fiscal responsibility, and criminal 
justice reform, among other areas. While in the legislature, she practiced law at Wheeler, Van 
Sickle & Anderson, helping individuals and small businesses. In 2013, she left the legislature 
and, while pregnant with her first child, founded her startup company.  
 
Kelda has been an active community leader for two decades, serving on many boards, 
including the Clean Lakes Alliance, ACLU of Wisconsin, TEMPO Madison, Common Cause, 
Wisconsin Women’s Council, Citizen Action of Wisconsin, Madison Repertory Theater, Public 
Interest Law Foundation, the Dane County Democratic Party’s Executive Board, and the 
Wisconsin State Bar Legal Services Committee; she also volunteers at her daughter’s 
preschool and has taught Sunday school at her church.  
 
Kelda’s husband and partner of 12 years,, Dan Reed, works for American Family Insurance. 
They live in Madison with their two young daughters and Dan’s two older girls.  
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