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Our Story 

 Small, rural district in Northwest Dane County which borders Middleton-Cross Plains, 
Waunakee, Mt. Horeb, River Valley, Sauk Prairie(primarily Sauk) and Barneveld (Iowa). 
Only 4 operating dairy farms in the district; still a lot of crop farming. Emerging Business 
Park in Mazomanie.  

 Wisconsin Heights School District is 50 years old; a consolidation of the Mazomanie and 
Black Earth K-12 Districts. 

 Enrollment decline from 1998-2013: 1225 students to 712 (pupil count). 
 

Wisconsin Heights Financials  

 2015-2017 State Funding Reductions as proposed in the Governor’s Budget- 
Deficit of $120,000 

 Deficit if the 2015 Referendum does not pass – Deficit of $1.6 Million 

 Salary/Benefits for 2014-15 reflects 58% of the budget. Teacher starting salary is 
$34,043. Attracting and retaining quality staff is a concern. 

 WHSD percentage of state aid is 20% which equates to $2200/student in state aid in 
2014-15 while having to contribute to vouchers which receive over three times that 
amount; 2014-15: $7210 (K-8 students) and $7856 (9-12 students).   

 Budgets balanced since 2008 with the passage of three operating referendums in 2009 
($850,000), 2011 ($850,000), and 2013 ($ 1.875 Million). 

 Referendum proposed for two years in April 2015 ($3.25 Million: $1.425 Million in 2015-
16 and $1.825 Million in 2016-17); approved prior to the Budget Proposal so our two-
year budget is projected not to balance. 
 

Funding of Education in Wisconsin Heights 

 Reductions from 2004-2012 totaling almost $4 Million (Annual Budget of $10-12 Million 
in that time); all employee groups reduced by 40%. 

 Changed insurance programs twice since 2010; revisions in other years during the same 
time period. 

 We have lost 64.5% of our state aid since 2007-2008 from $4.87 Million to $1.73 Million 
(2014-15). 

 In the last biennial budget, the legislators advanced the $150 per pupil categorical aid. 
This was very helpful for low aided districts that are property rich. The per pupil 
categorical aid is currently the only solution for high property value districts where the 
land value does not represent the reality of the local taxpayers. The average income in 
the village of Black Earth and Mazomanie range between $55,000 -$60,000. 

 



Wisconsin Heights School District advocates for the following: 

Funding – To effectively plan for Budgets, funding must be predictable.  

The Wisconsin Heights School District opposes a reduction in funding. Wisconsin Heights 

advocates for the following changes: Restore the $150 in categorical aid and tie future 

increases to an inflationary index. Even if funding is restored to the 2014-15 levels, it is 

reduction in relation to inflation.   

Local Government Property Insurance Fund  

Many school districts purchase their property/casualty insurance through this Fund, which was 

created to ensure that local governmental units, including school districts, have access to 

affordable property insurance 

Even though we are in Dane County, it is difficult to purchase affordable insurance. This 

applies to all types of insurance. The Wisconsin Heights School District encourages that the 

Local Government Property Insurance Fund be continued. Higher cost insurance will take 

money away from our instructional programs. 

Vouchers - The proposed 2015-17 state budget calls for expanding the statewide voucher 

program by eliminating the 1,000 student enrollment cap, opening the door for dramatic 

expansion in the voucher program. This dramatic voucher expansion will create a massive 

statewide entitlement and furthers the process of creating two separate school systems in 

Wisconsin. Simply put, Wisconsin taxpayers cannot afford two systems of education.   

The Wisconsin Heights School District opposes the cap being lifted unless all districts receive 

the same level of funding as voucher schools. 

Summary 

The budget as proposed results in less dollars for education programs for students that attend 

public schools in Wisconsin. In our district, all of our schools exceed expectations yet our 

funding has been reduced. The reductions in educational funding this year signifies the decline 

in educational opportunities for students, scaled-back curriculum adoptions, and strains the 

district’s (state’s) ability to attract and retain quality staff. The recent past of the Wisconsin 

Heights School District of having to run operational referendums is now the new reality in 

Wisconsin increased local funding to ensure quality educational for school districts throughout 

Wisconsin.  


