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March 26, 2015 

Honorable Members of the Joint Finance Committee:  

My name is Tim Schell and I am the Director of Curriculum and Instruction for the Waunakee 

Community School District.  Developing the biennial budget for the State of Wisconsin is 

important and challenging work.  I appreciate your time and efforts in listening to constituents 

today as you set priorities for Wisconsin’s future.   

Waunakee’s students consistently outperform county and state averages on state assessments and 

our costs per student are lower than county and state averages.  We are committed to 

continuously improving the learning opportunities we provide our community’s children. Our 

community is proud of our student success and the ability for us to provide a quality education at 

a reasonable cost.  However, the proposed state budget severely jeopardizes our ability to 

provide the education our children deserve.  Waunakee is in a better financial situation than 

many districts.  If our capability is eroded you can be assured the situation is critical elsewhere. 

Our children’s education needs to be adequately funded to provide them and our state with a 

bright future.  You can take three actions to properly fund public education. 

1. Add back the proposed $150 per pupil aid reduction in the first year of the biennium, 

which will require cutting an additional $600,000 from our district’s budget next year.   

2. Provide an increase in the revenue limit in line with inflation.  Even with the flexibility 

provided by Act 10, districts face increasing costs.  Without funding increases that match 

these growing costs, reductions in the quality of educational services are inevitable. 

3. Increase support for our students with disabilities by providing a reimbursement rate of 

30% in the first year of the biennium and 33% in the second year of the biennium. 

Please remove the expansion of taxpayer subsidized private school vouchers from the budget as 

well as the charter school expansion.  Choice sounds attractive, but we already have extensive 

choice within the public school system.  Can taxpayers financially support and you as a 

legislature oversee two parallel systems of public education?   

We have tried two decades of subsidized school choice in Milwaukee.  The original promise was 

that student achievement in Milwaukee would jump, that the private school options would be of 

high quality, and that competition would lead to strong increases in student achievement in the 

public schools.  None of that happened, so why would we want to expand the Milwaukee 

experiment across the state? 
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I would also encourage you to respond to all the recommendations of the Task Force on Rural 

Schools.  As chair of the BadgerNet Advisory Council, I want to call your attention to the 

technology recommendations in the report.  Technology is a great equalizer, especially for rural 

schools.  The TEACH program reforms are a good start to providing schools with more 

broadband at lower costs, but they should be joined by a TEACH 2.0 block grant and state loan 

program like those that occurred during Governor Thompson’s leadership for equipment and 

training.  A TEACH loan program could be an excellent way for school districts to finance local 

area network equipment and wi-fi upgrades.   

Finally, I would encourage you to address the Course Options program to save concurrent 

enrollment programs where high school students can graduate with UW System college credits 

in hand.  There are many successful partnerships such as the CAPP and PIE programs that are 

endangered by unintended consequences of the Course Options program.  Now is the time to fix 

Course Options either by providing financial support in the budget for Course Options or by 

setting up a tiered model that provides low-income students free access to concurrent enrollment 

credits and other students cost-effective access to these credits. 

Thank you for your service and your time today. 

Timothy C. Schell 

 

 
 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 


