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Madison - Democratic members of the Joint Committee on Finance are sending several letters following 

Agency Briefings on Governor Walker’s proposed budget. Members were given 10 minutes for questions at the 

briefings. The letters include unanswered questions, remaining concerns and requests for more information. The 

Joint Committee on Finance will conclude public hearings on Governor Walker’s proposed budget today with 

executive sessions soon to follow. 

 

The following are excerpts from Democratic members of the Joint Committee on Finance letters to the 

Department of Transportation, Department of Revenue and the Department of Safety and Professional 

Services: 

 

From the letter to Mark Gottlieb, Secretary of the Department of Transportation: 

 

“Over the past several years, our state government has highlighted the importance of addressing the long-term 

transportation shortfall with new dedicated revenue.  The Wisconsin Transportation Finance and Policy 

Commission created by Governor Walker in the 2011 budget was charged with an overall goal “to develop 

policy changes and financing options to balance projected transportation needs with revenues over the next 10 

years.” The agency budget request you submitted in November proposed some new sustainable revenue to fund 

transportation.  However, we were disappointed with the Governor’s decision to borrow an additional $1.3 

billion instead of finding a long term, sustainable revenue.” 

 

From the letter to Rick Chandler, Secretary of the Department of Revenue: 

 

“At the agency briefing before the JFC, you defended the Governor’s 2014 tax cut even though the state 

recently had to effectively borrow $103 million plus interest from the future to pay for it and balance the 

budget. You also defended the Manufacturing and Agriculture Tax Credit projected to cost the state 

$275 million more over the biennium than originally estimated when the cut was enacted in 2011.  The 

Administration’s support for continuing the phase-in of this costly credit as the state makes massive cuts 

to proven economic drivers like the UW system and our public K-12 education system is shortsighted 

and reckless.” 

 



“How many existing Wisconsin businesses have been recognized as manufacturing entities for tax 

purposes since the Manufacturing and Agriculture Tax Credit was passed?” 

 

From the letter to Dave Ross, Secretary of the Department of Safety and Professional Services:  

 

“We remain committed to the idea that the proposed merger of DFI and DSPS is a solution in search of a 

problem.  The proposal appears to be more “symbolic downsizing” rather than a measure that substantially 

saves time, money, or ensures safety for Wisconsin businesses and residents.  This furthers our belief that 

Governor Walker is more interested in cosmetic fixes that involve cut and borrow strategies, rather than real 

solutions to the crisis areas created by this administration.” 

 

“We remain concerned about the failure of DSPS to hold statutorily required building code council meetings, 

thereby actively violating state law. Some have not met in years.  A system was created for the safe and fair 

enactment of current safety codes in statute and the administration’s handling of this is unacceptable.”  
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