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Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway System opens today 
 

For Immediate Release                                March 26, 2019 

(Green Bay, WI) Today, the U.S. Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation (SLSDC) joined with the 

Canadian St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation (SLSMC) to mark the opening of the St. Lawrence 

Seaway’s 2019 navigation season. 2019 marks the 60th anniversary of the opening of the Seaway, the binational 

waterway connecting U.S. Great Lakes ports in North America’s heartland to global markets. 

 

The interconnectivity of the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway System allows for about 165 million metric tons of 

raw materials, agricultural commodities, and manufactured products to move each year, including iron ore for 

steel production, limestone and cement for construction, and grain for export and domestic consumption. 

Movement of this commerce supports more than 237,000 jobs and $35 billion in economic activity. Since 1959, 

nearly 3 billion tons of cargo with an estimated value of over $450 billion has moved through the St. Lawrence 

Seaway to and from Canada, the United States, and nearly 50 other nations.    

 

In 2018, the St. Lawrence Seaway recorded its best shipping season in a decade, with a nearly 7 percent increase 

in tonnage over the 2017 season. Gains were recorded in general cargo, including manufactured iron and steel, 

steel stabs, and containerized trade; dry and liquid bulk cargoes; and an exceptional 37 percent increase in 

shipments of U.S. grain exports.   

 

The Port of Green Bay also had a very successful 2018, with tonnage exceeding the 2 million mark for the first 

time in five years. 2,087,391 metric tons were moved during the 2018 shipping season, representing a 14 

percent increase over 2017. The 2019 shipping season will begin once the Port of Green Bay receives ice 

breaking assistance from the United States Coast Guard.  

 

As the western-most port of Lake Michigan, the Port of Green Bay offers a direct route for shipping from the 

Midwest to the rest of the world. “The 14 Port terminals located along three miles of the Fox River take 

advantage of the economic opportunities offered by this international port, including the Foreign Trade Zones 

located nearby,” said Port Director Dean Haen. “Each year, 170 ships move important commodities, including 

limestone, coal, cement, salt, iron and petroleum products, in and out of the region.” 

 

The Port of Green Bay contributes $147 million to the economy while supporting 1,289 jobs, according to a 

recently released economic impact report.  

 

# # # 

 

http://www.portofgreenbay.com/
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About the Port of Green Bay: The Port of Green Bay exists to enhance the prosperity of the people of Northeast Wisconsin 

by providing facilities and infrastructure able to effectively and efficiently move commodities and goods across the nation. 

As the western-most port of Lake Michigan, the Port of Green Bay offers a direct route for shipping from the Midwest to 

the rest of the world. The Port of Green Bay has 14 active terminal operators located along three miles of the Fox River 

involved in shipping commodities: Ace Marine, C. Reiss Coal Company, Construction Resources Management, Flint Hills 

Resources, Fox River Terminals, Georgia-Pacific, Graymont, GLC Minerals, KK Integrated Logistics, Lafarge Northern 

America, RGL, Sanimax, St. Mary’s Cement and U.S. Venture. 

 

For more information, visit our website at: www.portofgreenbay.com 

Follow us on: Facebook |  Twitter  | YouTube   
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