
 

 
117 West Spring St. • Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 • Phone: 715-723-5561 • Fax: 715-723-7011  

Email: info@wisconsinfarmersunion.com • Website: www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com  
Madison Office: 108 S. Webster St. Suite 201 • Madison, WI 53703 • Phone: 608-514-4541 

 
Special Order of Business – 2021 

PANDEMIC RESPONSE AND RECOVERY 
 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin leads the nation in farm bankruptcies, and this detrimental loss to rural, social, and economic 

livelihoods has only increased since the onset of COVID-19. The CARES Act has provided critical support to farmers, but this 

assistance has not been distributed equally. Farmers also rely on the Small Business Administration (SBA) programs, as well 

as state and government funds. These programs have not been used to their full potential, though, as some farmers are not 

eligible for SBA programs, and many state agencies are strapped for cash; and 

 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has increased the risk of many food system and farmworkers, especially those working in the close 

quarters of meatpacking and food processing plants. This is particularly concerning as farmworkers are ineligible for many 

worker protection laws. Farmworkers remain excluded from federal overtime requirements to this day, and in many states, 

farmworkers are excluded from worker’s compensation laws and many occupational health and safety protections; and 

 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has created an unprecedented new food security threat to households in Wisconsin. The Department 

of Workforce Development estimates that over 700,000 residents are out of work due to the pandemic, with unemployment 

estimated around 27%. The impact of income loss during COVID-19 is compounded by the loss of routine access to breakfast 

and lunch at school. The Census Household Pulse Survey has shown that food insecurity has doubled overall and tripled among 

households with children. Demand for charitable food assistance has also greatly increased during this time; and 

 

WHEREAS, recent increases in FoodShare benefits (Pandemic EBT) provided a temporary increase in food purchasing power 

for some households, but these increases have now ended. The federal government gave the Wisconsin Department of Health 

Services a deadline of September 30, 2020 to provide P-EBT benefits for the 2019-20 school year. At this time, the state is not 

able to provide P-EBT benefits for the 2020-21 school year based on current guidance from the federal government; and 

 

WHEREAS, while the pandemic will have lasting consequences on our state and national food system, this is also a time of 

great opportunity to imagine and create alternatives to our current system that better serve our farmers and our communities. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, WFU calls on Congress to: 

 

1. Oversee the implementation of economic recovery assistance for agriculture to ensure funding is distributed equally and 

fairly, and that such programs do not contribute to the glut of agricultural commodities by incentivizing overproduction. 

 

2. Provide family farmers with the financial support they need to withstand the pandemic by: 

a. Directing funds to state governments to respond to the agricultural effects of the pandemic 

b. Increase funding for the Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff and demand that the USDA prioritize increased staffing 

levels for FSA county offices. 

 

3. Support infrastructure that would create a more stable and distributed food chain. In particular, we support: 

a. Increased investment in small and medium meat processing facilities to manage the immediate processing 

bottleneck and create a more resilient processing infrastructure beyond the pandemic 

b. Restoring competition and improving transparency in livestock markets by demanding stronger enforcement of 

antitrust laws and competition regulations on agricultural markets. 

 

4. Demand hazard pay and safety protections for food system and farmworkers, particularly those working in meatpacking 

plants and other processing facilities. 

 

5. Reinstate Pandemic-EBT and continue this program until the pandemic has ended. 

 

6. Increase SNAP monthly minimum from $16 to $30 and boost the monthly benefits by 15%. 

 

7. Support acts which facilitate the distribution of surplus food from farms to food banks. 
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