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In Response to Tomah VA Crisis, Rep. Ron Kind Introduces Bipartisan Bill 
to Improve Veterans Health Care 

Veterans Pain Management Improvement Act Engages Patients and Families in VA Oversight 
 

La Crosse, WI – U.S. Rep. Ron Kind (D-WI) made the following statement today regarding the 
bipartisan Veterans Pain Management Improvement Act, which he introduced along with Reps. Reid 
Ribble (R-WI) and Lee Zeldin (R-NY):  
 
“Giving veteran patients and their families a real role in VA oversight is an important way we 
can ensure that the lessons learned from the problems at Tomah help inform the VA to provide 
better care for veterans nationwide,” said Rep. Kind. “This bill will help prevent the tragic events at 
Tomah from happening again. We owe a debt to our veterans that can never truly be repaid. What we 
can do is honor their sacrifice by working to provide veterans with the best care possible.” 
 
Today Rep. Kind introduced the bipartisan Veterans Pain Management Improvement Act, which would 
establish a pain management board within each Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) 
comprised of health care professionals and clinical patients and/or family members of a clinical 
patient. The pain management boards would: 
 

 Serve as a resource for the region’s facilities, patients, and family members 
 Provide best practices recommendations for pain management to the VA facilities within its 

region, including patient, family member and medical perspectives 
 Provide an annual report to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs about pain management practices 

within its region: what is working and what is not working 
 Report to Congress, so that there is greater accountability on pain management practices 

 
The bill is based on a recommendation by the VA Office of Inspector General, which proposes 
collaborative boards as a way to improve pain management practices at VA hospitals. 
 
The Disabled American Veterans (DAV) has endorsed this legislation. 
 
A copy of the text of the Veterans Pain Management Improvement Act can be read here. 
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http://kind.house.gov/uploads/KIND_Veterans_Pain_Management_Improvement_Act.pdf

