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Madison - Democratic members of the Joint Committee on Finance are sending several letters following 

Agency Briefings on Governor Walker’s proposed budget. Members were given 10 minutes for questions at the 

briefings. The letters represent unanswered questions or questions where more information is being requested. 

Joint Committee on Finance will conclude public hearings on Governor Walkers proposed budget this week 

with executive sessions soon to follow. 

 

Excerpts from Democratic members of Joint Committee on Finance letters to the Department of Health 

Services, Office of the Commissioner of Insurance, Department of Natural Resources, and the University of 

Wisconsin System. 

 

 

From the letter to Kitty Rhoades, Secretary of the Department of Health Services: 

 

“We remain concerned that this budget contains a host of big changes conceived with little or no public input, 

and with little detail.  After hearing very few specific answers, it is our hope that the Department of Health 

Services (DHS) and majority party legislative members will work in a bipartisan manner to make sure that our 

priority in Wisconsin is to invest in our people and grow our economy.”  

 

 

From the letter to Ted Nickle, Commissioner of Insurance: 

 

“As you have never appeared before the Joint Committee on Finance for a budget briefing during your 
tenure, we sent a letter to the co-chairs of the Joint Committee on Finance asking for you to appear before 
the Committee for an agency briefing.  As we did not receive a response to our request, we would like to 
take this opportunity to ask a few questions.” 
 

“There are currently 974 local governments in the Local Government Property Insurance Fund (LGPIF). 

Governor Walker abruptly proposes elimination of this fund in his budget stating that local governments can 

utilize the private market.” 

 



“Governor Walker’s budget moves the regulatory, customer service, and claims management functions of 

Wisconsin’s Worker’s Compensation Program to the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance. These changes 

were not recommended by the Workers Compensation Advisory Board; they were not even shared with this 

citizen policy recommendation board as directed in Wisconsin law.” 

 

 

From the letter to Kathy Stepp, Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources: 

 

“We remain concerned that you have shifted the focus of the DNR from preserving and protecting our natural 

resources to preserving and protecting business interests.  Given our state’s rich natural resources and strong 

conservation ethic, the direction the Administration is going is alarming.” 

 

From the letter to Ray Cross, University of Wisconsin System President: 

 

“Your support for creation of the UW Authority was not unexpected.  We understand the desire to become self-

directing, self-budgeting, and self-governing.  On the face of that, it does sound appealing to let you folks do 

what you do best – provide a great education for young people to learn and grow.   Yet there are those of us that 

still have reservations about how that would look.  In particular, the elimination of shared governance for 

students and faculty alike from current state statute to be replaced by future Administrative Rule has us wary.”  

 

 

#end# 


