
City of Racine,  Wisconsin 
Office of the Mayor 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
City Hall 
Office of Mayor Mason 
730 Washington Ave 
Racine WI 53403 
262 636-9111 
262-636-9570  FAX 

 
 

   
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 25, 2020 
 

                          CONTACT: 
                          Shannon Powell 
                          262-636-9266 

 

City of Racine Modifies Bus Service to Protect Public Health 
Fares eliminated, riders asked to enter at rear doors to maintain social distancing  

 
City of Racine – During the COVID-19 crisis the City takes our responsibility to protect the public and employee’s health 
seriously.  That is why effective this Thursday morning, March 26, 2020, RYDE will board all passengers at the rear doors 
of the bus to help maintain social distancing between RYDE passengers and bus drivers.  
 
“In this time of crisis, we have to take the health of our community seriously. We have heard from our bus drivers and 
their family members, as well as bus riders that they are worried about maintaining social distancing on the bus,” said 
Mayor Cory Mason. “Today, we are announcing a series of changes that help protect public health, while maintaining 
this vital service that allows community members to get to the doctor and the grocery store.” 
 
Additional measure that go into effect on Thursday include: 

• Fares to ride the bus are waived until April 20th 

• No more than 15 people at a time will be allowed on a bus 

• Persons with mobility impairments or devices will still be able to board at the front bus door  

• Buses will continue to be disinfected daily 

• Require the use of social distancing while on the bus 

• Remind passengers to only use the bus when necessary, and cover their mouths when they cough or sneeze 
 
“During these unprecedented times, precautionary measures are key for the health and well-being for the passengers 
and the Teamster Operators of Racine City Bus. Mayor Cory Mason and his Staff are working diligently to place the 
safety of the Racine Community foremost,” said Thomas J. Bennett, Secretary Treasurer Teamsters Local Union No. 200 
whose members operate the RYDE transit system. 
 
“We’re doing what we can to assure our riders’ health, but the safest route is to just stay home,” said RYDE General 
Manager, Willie McDonald. 
 
The City of Racine appreciates everyone’s cooperation and understanding in confronting this public health challenge. 
The RYDE system provides a vital service to the community in this time of crisis and the expectation is to maintain transit 
service for the duration. The aforementioned orders will remain in effect until at least April 20, 2020. 
 
About the City of Racine  
With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan.    
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