
                        

  

  

 

Media Release 

March 23, 2015 

Contact: Michael Birkley, Legislative Director 

 

The following was sent to all Legislators today: 

 

TO:  The Legislature 

FROM: Michael M. Birkley, Legislative Director 

 

We call your attention to LRB 1183 a proposed Assembly Bill and LRB 2009  its’ Senate 

companion offered respectively by Rep. Kulp and Sen. Tiffany and ask for your support.   

 

These bills would gradually eliminate the personal property tax; a tax that businesses pay in 

addition to their real estate tax for the privilege of earning a living. That is, it taxes businesses for 

the equipment and goods they need to operate their businesses – from restaurants to lawyers 

libraries. 

   

This tax costs small businesses several hundred thousands of dollars or more to report. And, it 

costs local governments hundreds of thousands to identify and attempt to collect the personal 

property tax. 

  

In short: it costs almost as much, and perhaps more, for businesses to report and local 

governments to collect the personal property tax as it yields for local government services, 

 

WPT strongly supports and asks you all to join us in supporting this legislation. 

 

While local governments may whine about “lost revenues” the fact is that they have untapped 

sources of revenues to fill in for the personal property tax “losses.”  

 

First: We and most fiscal analysts agree revenues will increase at least 2 % in the next decade. 

That is more than the value of currently exempt personal property. 

 

Second: Local governments have the option to charge fees (instead of property taxes) for all 

including tax exempt privately owned properties such as high-end retirement residences. 

 

In summary, eliminating the personal property tax will save local governments the cost of trying 

to validate and tax the small businesses for their money-making equipment. 

 

Because they would reduce small business taxes, increase tax revenues and reduce local tax 

expenses WPT Asks you to sign on and vote for the Small Business Fairness Act LRB 

1183/LRB 2009.  

Wisconsin Property Taxpayers, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1493   Madison, WI 53701 
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