
 

 

 

 

 
 

News Release 
 

Amish Family with Young Children Facing  

Immanent Court-Ordered County Eviction from Home  
Amish claim their religion prohibits modern technology required by building code 

Sheriff Ron Cramer will soon enforce order—Amish may move from county 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Contact:  

David Mortimer (217) 381-5483 

Member, National Committee for Amish Religious Freedom, Eau Claire Chapter
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www.facebook.com/EauClaireCountyAmish  

 

March 23, 2015 
 

EAU CLAIRE, WI—Today, in a packed courtroom that included 27 Old Order Amish men and 

several members of the community, Circuit Court Judge Kristina Bourget held Amish defendants 

in contempt of court for failing to comply with Uniform Dwelling Code building permits. Judge 

Bourget ordered the Sheriff to placard-evict Amos and Vera Borntreger and their four children 

from their home located at E25069 Stagecoach Road, Fairchild, WI  54741. 
 

The Borntregers have four children under the age of six (including a child six months old). After 

the hearing, Claire County Assistant Corporation Counsel Heather Wolske commented that the 

placarding-eviction by Sheriff Ron Cramer’s office could take place within seven days. 
 

This means the Sheriff will put them out of their home, post a placard, and padlock the doors. 

Like many other Amish, the family is charged with two Uniform Building Code (UDC) 

violations: “Fail to obtain building permit” and “No sanitary permit.”
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1 The National Committee for Amish Religious Freedom was founded in 1967 at the University of Chicago for 

the purpose of preserving the religious liberty of the Old Order Amish. The Amish are frequently threatened by laws 

and regulations made for modern industrialized society—laws which could destroy the Amish religious community. 

The Committee has supported the Amish and assisted with legal cases and seeks to make the United States a land 

where all religions are free—including the Amish—to practice their religious way of life as long as they pose no 

grave dangers to themselves or others. The Committee is made up of professors, lawyers, clergy, historians, 

theologians and citizens from many religious faiths, all non-Amish, whose only interest is humanitarian. National 

Chair: Rev. William C. Lindholm  Email:  wm.lindholm@ameritech.net  Eau Claire Chapter Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/EauClaireCountyAmish  
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 Eau Claire County vs. Amos and Vera Borntreger, Clemens M. and Mattie J. Borntreger—Case Number 

2013CX000003 (Branch 1, Judge Kristina M. Bourget); Prosecuting Attorney, Eau Claire County Corporation 

Counsel: Heather Wolske; Defense Attorney for the Amish: Matthew Krische; related cases: 2013CX000004, 

2013CX000005, 2013CX000006. 

http://www.facebook.com/EauClaireCountyAmish
mailto:wm.lindholm@ameritech.net
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The Assistant Corporation Counsel requested a fine of $42,700.
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 Defense attorney Matthew 

Krische commented today, “The amount of the fine is unconscionable. This is not a criminal 

case.” The Borntregers are family farmers of modest means and members of the more traditional 

Old Order Amish faith community.  
 

The Borntreger court case is one of many UDC cases involving more than 13 Amish families and 

resulting in six-figure fines and dozens of court dates since 2005. Last summer, the prosecutor 

argued in a court brief that the Amish defendants face forfeitures of up to $309,500.
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The Amish object to the new UDC requirements that require modern technology such as smoke 

alarms—a modern convenience expressly prohibited by their religion. The Amish are willing to 

pay the fees, but claim that even signing the permit violates their religious beliefs because the 

form states they would be “subject to” regulations that require modern electricity and plumbing.   
 

The Amish began settling in Wisconsin in 1909. Today there are eight Amish districts in the Eau 

Claire County area (each with approximately 25 families), with  a strict religious belief against 

the use of modern conveniences such as smoke alarms. Because they have no electrical wires or 

furnaces, do not smoke or use alcohol, they have an impeccable fire safety record. 
 

David Mortimer, MDiv, who testified as an expert witness in a local Amish trial last summer, 

commented, “The Uniform Dwelling Code reflects the values of the Wisconsin Builders 

Association, its political action committee, and lobbyists. It does not reflect the values of the 

Amish or the people in our county when it forces Amish families to either violate their religious 

beliefs or face ruinous fines and eviction from their own homes.”  
 

Mortimer added, “A day may soon come when there are no more Amish in our county because 

they are beginning to wonder if it would be better to move to another state. Sand frac mines have 

already made generous offers on some Amish farms.”  Mortimer studied Amish and other 

religious communitarianism in seminary and is a member of the National Committee for Amish 

Religious Freedom. 
 

 

 

---END-- 
 

Contacts: 
 

For information on the legal defense of Amish families (defense attorney) 

Matthew Krische; http://krischelawoffice.com/   Phone: (715) 579-9675    krischelawoffice@gmail.com  
 

For information on the recent prosecution of 13 Amish families in Eau Claire County Court: Heather M. 

Wolske, Eau Claire County Assistant Corporation Counsel; heather.wolske@co.eau-claire.wi.us  Phone: (715) 839-

4836 
 

For information on the actual placarding of an Amish family’s home by the Eau Claire County Sheriff’s 

Department: Sheriff Ron Cramer, 721 Oxford Ave., Suite 1400, Eau Claire, WI 54703; EcSheriff@co.eau-
claire.wi.us   Phone: 715-839-4701 or 715-839-4709  
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 “Under protest, Amish sign building permits,” 2/3/2015, page 1A, Eau Claire Leader-Telegram 
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 “Judge: Building, sanitary permits not burden for Amish,” 8/19/2014, Eau Claire  Leader-Telegram 
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