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The State budget process has begun.  The proposed $200/pupil increase in the 2017-18 school year and 
$204/pupil increase in 2018-19 would generally cover the cost of inflation.  Anything less would be a cut.  
We support the proposed funding for mental health initiatives and additional aid for rural schools.  
According to the Wisconsin Budget Project, K-12 public education funding has experienced a cumulative 
decrease of $2.6 billion over the past six years, inflation adjusted.  Four years of school vouchers in the 
Fox Cities have cost taxpayers $6,055,575. We ask for a pause in the statewide expansion of voucher and 
private charters schools until funding for public schools is restored and until accountability for all schools 
receiving taxpayer dollars is the same. (https://sites.google.com/view/fox-cities-advocates-4-pub-ed) 
 
On behalf of all the children of Wisconsin, we urge the Wisconsin State Legislature to: 
 

1. Raise the state-imposed revenue limits by $300 per student (with a corresponding increase in state general 
aid) in each year of the biennium, and by the annual increase in the consumer price index (CPI) thereafter. 
 

2. Increase special education aid reimbursement to at least 30% to ensure that all students are 
offered an equal opportunity for a sound, basic education. Funding has been stagnant since 1999-
2000. 

 
3. Pause the statewide expansion of voucher and private charter schools until accountability 

standards for all schools receiving taxpayer dollars are the same. 
 

4. Preserve the governance of publicly funded schools by locally elected school boards. 
 
 
FOX CITIES ADVOCATES FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION (FCA4PE) is a non-partisan, issue-oriented advocacy group of 
concerned citizens that focuses on Wisconsin's promise of a quality public education for every child. 
 
GREEN BAY ADVOCATES 4 PUBLIC EDUCATION (GBA4PE) is an independent, grassroots, non-partisan citizens’ 
advocacy group that supports public education in our local communities, throughout Wisconsin and the nation. 
 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN (AAUW) is the nation’s leading voice promoting equity and 
education for women and girls. AAUW supports a strong system of public education that promotes gender fairness, 
equity, and diversity.  
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 Questions may be directed to: 

  Jim Bowman (FCA4PE) 920-731-3754 

  Betty Kossik (GBA4PE) 920-468-8845 

  Judy Goodnight (AAUW-Appleton) 920-729-9553 
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