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The Nature Conservancy Applauds Wisconsin Leaders 

 for Bipartisan Action on Conservation 
 

The following is a statement from Mary Jean Huston, State Director of The Nature Conservancy 

in Wisconsin. 

 

MADISON, Wis.  — The omnibus spending bill approved by Congress will help restore the 

Great Lakes, provide additional resources to protect our most significant lands and waters and 

help maintain healthy forests for jobs, wildlife and outdoor recreation.  

 

This is more than just a positive step. It is a leap forward for conservation. We applaud Speaker 

Paul Ryan and Senator Tammy Baldwin for their leadership on the bipartisan appropriations bill, 

which if enacted, would provide resources and procedures to better protect our natural resources. 

  

We’d also like to thank Congressmen Mike Gallagher and Sean Duffy for their strong support of 

the legislation.  

 

The bipartisan compromise provides $300 million for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 

(GLRI) and $425 million for the Land and Water Conservation Program (LWCF), programs that 

are vital to protecting lands and waters here in Wisconsin, the region and nationwide.  

 

Congress also approved a fix to the way we fund wildfire suppression, maintaining U.S. Forest 

Service funding for other work including important restoration projects that make forests 

healthier and less prone to extreme wildfire.  

 

Places like the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 

and the Ice Age Trail will benefit as will the people who enjoy them and depend upon them for 

their livelihoods because money for their protection and management won’t be spent out West. 

 

The bipartisan legislation also funds many other important conservation programs at 

substantially higher levels than the Administration’s original proposed budget.  

 

It is important to note that while U.S. Representatives Mark Pocan, Ron Kind, Glenn Grothman 

and Gwen Moore, along with Senator Ron Johnson, did not vote for the overall package, they 

have supported the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and the Land and Water Conservation 

Fund.   
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We hope that lawmakers will continue to collaborate on conservation priorities including 

renewing the Land and Water Conservation Fund before it expires in September and increasing 

funding for conservation programs in the next Farm Bill. 

 

 

### 

 

 

The Nature Conservancy is a global conservation organization dedicated to conserving the lands and 

waters on which all life depends. Guided by science, we create innovative, on-the-ground solutions to our 

world’s toughest challenges so that nature and people can thrive together. In Wisconsin, the Conservancy 

has protected more than 233,500 acres of land and water since 1960. www.nature.org/wisconsin  
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