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Dear Joint Finance Committee Members, 

 

My name is Patrick Olson and I am the District Administrator at the School District 

of Prairie Farm. On behalf of the students and staff at the School District of Prairie 

Farm, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to address you today. 

The Joint Finance Committee’s primary responsibility is to serve as the principal 

legislative committee charged with the review of all state appropriations and 

revenues which is not an easy task. As you approach the Wisconsin 2015-17 

Executive Budget, I would like you to keep in mind the philosophy we use at 

Prairie Farm Schools which is “what’s best for students.” 

I make decisions on a daily basis and each time I make a decision I ask myself “is 

this what’s best for our students?” I certainly have made my share of mistakes but 

in the end I collect as much information as possible and then make decisions 

based on “what is best for our students.” 

As this group makes recommendations about the Wisconsin 2015-17 Executive 

Budget, please ask yourself “what is best for the students of your district and of 

this great state?” 

I love this job because each day I have the pleasure of welcoming 400 students 

into our building. I personally get to see the difference that our staff, parents, and 

community make for each child that walks through our doors. 

It is well documented that the quality of public education in the state of 

Wisconsin is second to none and I would hate to see that change due to a lack of 

resources. Going backwards is not in our vocabulary and we strive as educators to 

prepare our students for college and career readiness. 

I would like to give you a snapshot of what public funding does for the School 

District of Prairie Farm. 

1) It allows Olivia in first grade to build her 21st century skills through the use 

of the mini-iPads in her classroom. 

2) It allows Avery in third grade an opportunity to experience what giving back 

to her community and to charities look and feel like through their Craft Fair 

Project. 



3) It allows Meghan, a junior, a chance to take college credits at the University 

of Wisconsin-Stout through our youth options program and get early 

exposure to achieve her dream of being a physical therapist. 

4) It allows Mrs. Kolonick to educate and pass on her passion for instrumental 

music to her students and help cultivate talented students such as Seth on 

playing the tuba. 

5) It allows Kenny an opportunity to have played Middle School and High 

School athletics where he is able to learn life changing skills such as 

leadership and how to handle adversity. 

6) It allows Mrs. Law a chance to take a group of students to the FCCLA 

National Convention where our students are exposed to numerous 

different experiences and cultures. 

7) It gives our students a place to call home which is full of pride and dreams 

that serve as inspiration for the next graduating class. 

8) It allows our community to host an adult learning day for over 300 area 

participants which teaches everyone the importance of being a lifelong 

learner. 

In the end, the Joint Finance Committee will be in charge of making decisions that 

will effect thousands of students across the state of Wisconsin. Before making a 

recommendation please ask yourself that all important question, “Is this what’s 

best for students?” 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

 

Patrick B. Olson 

Patrick B. Olson 
District Administrator 
School District of Prairie Farm      
715.455.1861 ext. 219 
polson@prairiefarm.k12.wi.us 
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