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We’re Either Fighting COVID-19 or We’re Not    

(MADISON) – Today, Senator Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee) is calling on Governor Tony Evers and the state 

legislature to make up their minds about the application of the rule of 10 people or less.  In recent days, 

we have seen theaters close, capacity restrictions be placed on daycares, and dine-in options be 

suspended at local restaurants and bars.  These businesses were told this was being done to reduce 

community spread of COVID-19.  However, while some businesses are being given mandates, it appears 

others are being allowed to exercise their own discretion. Taylor believes the state should take decisive 

action, one way or the other.  In response, she released the following statement: 

“Today, I received a number of calls from constituents asking a fair question: why do the rules apply to 

me but not to others.  Why are we limiting funerals to 10 people, clearing out bars and restaurants, closing 

barbershops and hair salons, but Burlington Coat Factory and furniture stores are still open?  Churches 

are being pushed to limit or stop congregants from gathering for Sunday service.  However, on Saturday 

the options to patronize a business, where more than 10 people were assembled, was abundant?  College 

campuses are ghost towns and teleworking has become the new norm. 

Yet it seems the state and the city are unwilling to fully make the hard decisions about the need to control 

the spread of COVID-19.  This Saturday, minus a few options, looks like any other weekend.  Traffic is brisk, 

people are shopping, and non-essential stores are bustling.  So, I join my constituents in asking, are we 

serious about our response to COVID-19?  Will every non-essential business be held to the rule of 10 or 

not?  As a state and city, we are seriously and financially impacting some businesses and activities, while 

others go uninterrupted.  We should not be asking some business owners to share more responsibility 

than others in the effort to control the spread.  It’s unfair.” 
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