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Court Suspends Lame Duck Laws, Returns Powers to Gov. Evers 
  

MADISON, WI – Today, Dane County Circuit Court Judge Richard Niess issued an injunction 
blocking the Republican Lame Duck power grab laws passed in the December 2018 Extraordinary 
Session.  
 
Immediately following the ruling, Governor Tony Evers used the powers it returned to act on behalf 
of the people of Wisconsin, directing the Wisconsin Department of Justice to “take whatever action 
necessary” to withdraw Wisconsin from the lawsuit challenging the Affordable Care Act (ACA), the 
federal law protecting people who have preexisting medical conditions from insurance 
discrimination.  
 
Representative Greta Neubauer (D-Racine) released the following statement in response: 
 
“Today's ruling is a victory for the people of Wisconsin and for the preservation of our democracy. 
The lame duck session was an attempt to consolidate more power in the hands of Republican 
politicians. Instead of working together with Democrats and Governor Evers, Speaker Vos and the 
Republicans tried to accumulate more power for themselves and override the will of the people,” 
Neubauer stated. 
  
“This ruling should serve as a lesson to Republicans to stop putting politics over the people they 
represent. The message in today’s ruling is clear: When the people vote, the legislature doesn’t get to 
undermine that vote by taking powers away from their elected officials.  
 
“With the return of the powers Republicans stole in the December Extraordinary Session, Governor 
Evers took decisive action to protect the ACA and the people across Wisconsin who depend on this 
law to ensure fair insurance coverage. No Wisconsinite deserves to face health insurance 
discrimination. I am so proud Governor Evers is working to protect our care. 
 
Neubauer concluded, “The separation of powers in our democracy is a gift, and it is worth 
preserving. This lawsuit isn’t over, and the Republicans are still fighting to keep the lame duck laws. 
I won’t stop fighting to protect the separation of powers in our government, and I know the people 
won’t either.” 
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