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OUTAGAMIE EXECUTIVE NELSON STATEMENT ON KIMBERLY CLARK LEGISLATION 

  

APPLETON – Outagamie County Executive Tom Nelson issued the following statement on the 

Kimberly Clark legislation before the WI State Senate. 

  

  

"The Kimberly Clark workers have been through a lot. They deserve an explanation; more 

important, they deserve action and results. If the governor wants to get this done, he can. He did 

it for Foxconn, he can do it for the Fox Valley. 

  

Even if the bill passes, it does nothing to prevent future closures, bankruptcies and receiverships; 

it does nothing to help the Outagamie County plants like Appleton Coated, Appvion and US 

Paper Converters; and there is still no industry-wide strategy. 

  

How can you tell an Appleton Coated worker that her job is not as important as a KC job? How 

can you give away $100 million in corporate tax breaks and do nothing for the Appvion workers 

who lost $30 million in retirement savings from the bankruptcy restructuring? 
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Now is the time for elected leaders, labor and business representatives, and civic stakeholders to 

come together and create a comprehensive, industry-wide strategy, one that helps the entire 

industry and all workers – not just one company. 

  

We need to incentivize research and development, we need to encourage innovation. We need to 

support local companies like Appleton Coated who are transitioning to high-demand paper 

grades like brown paper. We need to eliminate the draconian receivership law that shut down 

Appleton Coated and brought them to the brink. And we need to make Wisconsin the industry's 

research and education hub that it once was and lure the Institute for Paper Chemistry back to the 

Fox Valley, where it belongs. 

  

This is a time for choosing. Paper is our history and our heritage; but it can be our future." 
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