
News from Congressman Ron Kind 

REPRESENTING WISCONSIN’S THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1502 Longworth House Office Building • Washington, DC 20515 • (202) 225-5506 

____________________________________________________________ 
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                         

3-21-17 

Contact: Amanda Sherman 

Phone: 202-225-5506 

Amanda.Sherman@mail.house.gov 
  

Rep. Kind Calls for Continuation of Essential Air Service 
Program to Chippewa Valley Regional Airport 

Comes following the Trump Administration’s Budget Eliminating the 
Program 

  
Eau Claire, WI – Today, U.S. Rep. Ron Kind called on the House Budget Committee to include 
funding for the Essential Air Service program, which the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport 
depends on, in any final budget. This comes on the heels of the Trump Administration budget 
blueprint eliminating the program.  The elimination of the Essential Air Service program would 
likely mean the end of air service to the Eau Claire area. 
  
“For communities like Eau Claire to continue to grow their economy and attract businesses and 
people they need to have convenient access to an airport. Elimination of the Essential Air 
Service program would likely mean the end of air service to the Eau Claire area, and that is 
unacceptable. Many of our communities are already feeling left behind by the changing 
economy, and the last thing they need is the elimination of programs that serve our 
communities. I will work to make sure that any 2018 budget keeps air service at the Chippewa 
Valley Regional Airport,” said Rep. Kind. 
  
“If the proposed cuts to the Essential Air Service program are enacted it would likely mean the 
end of air service to the Chippewa Valley Airport in Eau Claire. Maintaining commercial air 
service is important to the competitiveness of our regional economy and our continued ability 
to attract and retain business and talent,” said Bob McCoy, President & CEO of the Eau Claire 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
  
Read the letter here. 
  
The Essential Air Service (EAS) program was put into place to guarantee that small communities 
can maintain a minimal level of scheduled air service. EAS provides essential funding for 
airports such as the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. In 2016, the 



Chippewa Valley Regional Airport served 43,578 total passengers, resulting in a 9% increase 
over 2015 passenger levels. The direct effect of the airport on the Chippewa Valley economy in 
2014 totaled 157 employees, a payroll of $7.8 million, and $41.6 million in economic output. 
  

-30- 
 


