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MADISON IS THE BIGGEST CITY YET TO PASS THE GREEN NEW DEAL 
Madison is a leader in the movement to stop climate change after becoming one of three US cities to pass 

the Green New Deal Tuesday night 
 
 

MADISON, WI 8 MARCH 2019 — On Tuesday, Madison made history becoming the largest city and 
first capital to pass Green New Deal Legislation. The resolution passed with a unanimous vote from the 
alders and almost a hundred community members came out to show their support. This resolution will put 
Madison on the track to become renewable by 2030 by reducing carbon emissions, focusing on lake water 
quality, and updating infrastructure to become greener. The resolution is based off the national Green 
New Deal resolution presented by Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Senator Ed Markey.  
 
On Tuesday students gathered outside the city council building and discussed the importance of building 
community before they headed into the meeting. During the meeting, X number of high school students 
gave testimonies of why they believe Madison needs a Green New Deal.  
Lauren Johnson, a sophomore at La Follette High School believes that Madison has a responsibility and 
willingness to take action and said in her testimony, “We saw thousands of people attend the Wisconsin 
Climate Strike this past Friday and by now, I hope you feel the responsibility to take action weighing on 
your shoulders… because at 16 years old, I absolutely do.” 
This resolution is the framework for a resolution that Madison needs. It addresses racial equity, and 
working with labor in the energy industry. Ella Kunstman, a 17 year old from West High School said 
“this is the chance for Madison to address the needs of all of its citizens and become a leader in 
addressing climate change in an intersectional way.” 
 
Although the smiles on the campaign leader’s faces after the vote demonstrated their excitement they say 
they are not done yet. Katia Wanish, a Senior at Madison West High School says, “I’m elated to see 
Madison taking action on the issues that will be defining our future but this is only the first step.”  
 
For more information, contact Grace Carpenter or Katia Wanish at graceellencarpenter@gmail.com or 

kwanish.run@gmail.com. 
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