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Pulliam Plant, Tall Ships and remote bridges discussed 

 at Port Symposium 
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(Green Bay, WI) With the start of the 2019 shipping season just around the corner, the year is already 

off to an exciting start for the Port of Green Bay with discussions about the Pulliam Plant, Tall Ships and 

remote bridges. A wide range of guest presenters gathered on March 19 to share updates on these 

topics and others involving the Great Lakes and the Port of Green Bay. The 21st Annual Port of Green Bay 

Symposium drew 90 attendees including shipping industry leaders, state agencies and elected officials.  

 

Brown County Executive Troy Streckenbach and U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher both shared excitement about 

the potential opportunity to repurpose the WPS Pulliam Plant property for port-related industrial use. A 

county study looking at the best use of the site/Port facility should be completed by the end of June. 

 

Gallagher also commented on the importance of maritime to the economy, noting how costly imports of 

coal and salt to this region would have been this winter without the Port. Mark Walter, Business 

Manager of Brown County Port & Resource Recovery, noted that the Great Lakes is essentially the third 

largest economy of the world with a Gross Domestic Product of $5.8 trillion. The Port of Green Bay is 

also essentially one of the top employers in Green Bay with its support of 1,289 direct jobs, as well as a 

$147 million economic impact. 

 

2018 proved to be an especially impactful year for the Port, with tonnage exceeding the 2 million mark 

for the first time in five years. Tom Klimek, Brown County Harbor Commission Board President, 

explained that the biggest factor in that was the 123 percent increase of petroleum shipments from 

2017, as well as a 34 percent increase in limestone. Looking to 2019, the focus for the Port will be on the 

Renard Island end-use plan to leverage those 55 acres as a Northeast Wisconsin tourist destination, the 

WPS Pulliam Plant property, the Tall Ships Festival and continued efforts to host Great Lakes cruise 

ships. 

 

The Tall Ships fleet comes to Green Bay every three years. More than 60,000 people attended the event 

in 2016, which created a $4.3 million economic impact in Green Bay. This year the festival will begin on 

July 26, with nine ships, the return of world’s largest rubber ducky and the new addition of fireworks. 

 

(More) 

https://www.portofgreenbay.com/
https://www.portofgreenbay.com/


 

Also in 2019, remotely operated bridges will continue to be tested at the Port of Green Bay, with the 

goal of just one bridgetender at Walnut Street Bridge operating the Tilleman, Walnut and Main bridges. 

Remote bridges were first tested in Sturgeon Bay in 2011, saving $600,000. There have been no 

incidents caused by remote bridges since then.  

# # # 

About the Port of Green Bay: The Port of Green Bay exists to enhance the prosperity of the people of Northeast 

Wisconsin by providing facilities and infrastructure able to effectively and efficiently move commodities and goods 

across the nation. As the western-most port of Lake Michigan, the Port of Green Bay offers a direct route for 

shipping from the Midwest to the rest of the world. The Port of Green Bay has 14 active terminal operators located 

along three miles of the Fox River involved in shipping commodities: Ace Marine, C. Reiss Coal Company, 

Construction Resources Management, Flint Hills Resources, Fox River Terminals, Georgia-Pacific, Graymont, GLC 

Minerals, KK Integrated Logistics, Lafarge Northern America, RGL, Sanimax, St. Mary’s Cement and U.S. Venture. 

 

For more information, visit our website at: www.portofgreenbay.com 

Follow us on: Facebook |  Twitter  | YouTube   
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