
 

 

 

 
 

Safety Plan Focus Should Include Increased Supports and Services to Students 
March 20, 2018      Contact: Stacy Eslick, WSCA Executive Director 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE         stacye@wscaweb.org  
 
Madison, WI – While the Wisconsin School Counselor Association supports efforts to make Wisconsin schools 
safer for all students there remains concern that proposals focus on securing school buildings rather than 
providing resources to improve school climate and mental health services to youth. Research and experience has 
shown that prevention and early intervention are successful in improving school safety for youth.  

WSCA encourages allowing districts the freedon and flexibility to meet their most pressing needs, 
especially in the area of prevention, intervention and mental health services.   The Collaborative for 
Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) research shows the impact on preventive services to youth 
and found social and emotional learning (SEL) programs, which previously have shown immediate 
improvements in mental health, social skills, and academic achievement, continue to benefit students for years 
to come. A 2015 studiy found that the measurable benefits of SEL exceed the costs. The aggregate result of the 
analysis showed an average benefit-cost ratio of about 11 to 1 among the six evidence-based SEL interventions 
studied. This means that, on average, for every $1 invested in SEL programming, there is a return of $11. 
https://casel.org/impact/ 

Any solution should include funding for mental health services. $100 million is a substantial amount that 
could go much further than the $6 million for mental health services the previous budget provided that 
includes funding for ALL school based menthal health supports (school counselors, psychologists and 
social workers).  School counselors are vital resources in preventing violent incidents, intervening when 
concerns arise about potential violence and responding when violence occurs. Through the implementation of a 
comprehensive school counseling program, school counselors promote school safety, assist students engaging in 
unhealthy or unsafe behaviors and make referrals as needed. School counselors are familiar with the school 
community and knowledgeable about the roles of community mental health providers and first responders such 
as law enforcement officials and emergency medical responders. 
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/PositionStatements/PS_SafeSchools.pdf 

School safety needs ongoing and sustained funding.  Oshkosh school district showed significant gains 
through a federal grant coordinated by school counselors.  However, the funds are no longer available and the 
district is concerned about losing the impact it has created. http://oshko.sh/2DEAc4d 

Safety is not just a school issue, it is a community issue.  School safety that focuses on just school facililties 
will not address root causes or prevent future incidents of violence. Encouraging partnerships to meet the needs 
of the local communities is critical to this conversation.  

Keep funding proposals equitable and simple.  Use systems already in place through DPI to distribute 
funding with school safety accountability standards for districts.  Ensure equtibile distribution so ALL schools 
are able to benefit.   

About the Wisconsin School Counselor Association: WSCA is a nonprofit organization based in Madison. 
Founded in 1965, WSCA supports School Counselors' efforts to help students focus on academic, career 
(postsecondary planning) and social/emotional skills so they not only achieve success in school but are 
prepared to lead fulfilling lives as responsible members of society. The association provides professional 
development, publications, networking and advocacy to School Counselors around the state.  
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