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Chairperson Thiesfeldt and members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback regarding the recently announced school 

safety package. Given the limited time to review the proposed legislative package, the lack of 

prior consultation, and expedited timetable for action, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) 

is only able to provide a brief memo outlining potential issues at this time.  

The policy recommendations included in Assembly Bills (AB) 3 through 6 reflect existing 

practices. Further review would be helpful and amendments may be necessary to address drafting 

or specific concerns raised by stakeholders or during testimony. 

The grants and safety center outlined in AB 1 and 2 raise numerous procedural, philosophical 

and policy issues. 

MARCH 2018 SPECIAL SESSION ASSEMBLY BILL 1  

Relating to: grants to schools for school safety and safety-related upgrades to school buildings, 

equipment, and facilities; providing an exemption from rule-making procedures; and making an 

appropriation. 

The bill provides the Attorney General (AG) unrestricted authority to set grant criteria 

and conditions. While the proposed bill provide some restrictions on the use of funds, it 

exempts the Department of Justice (DOJ) from promulgating rules. As such, the AG could 

give preference to or limit eligibility to districts that arm teachers or allow conceal carry. 

This is a bad precedent and deeply troubling policy. 

Restricting funds to “hardening” schools and armed officers is a narrow approach not 

supported by education stakeholders and law enforcement. Law enforcement and 

education leaders have called for a comprehensive approach including student supports, 

interventions, programming and infrastructure. Many districts have addressed their physical 

infrastructure and security staffing, but need resources to address student and family needs. 

One-time funds will not provide a sustainable solution. In the almost 20 years since the 

Columbine High School Massacre, active shooter threats have proliferated. Schools have 



2 
 

acted locally, while the Governor and legislature eliminated crucial tools by repealing the 

school safety revenue limit flexibility in 2011 Act 32. Providing one-time funding will not 

adequately address this challenge or remediate the extent of the infrastructure issues. 

DOJ does not have the infrastructure to pay school districts. This has been an ongoing 

issue with other education grant programs assigned to other agencies. The DPI subsequently 

administers these program under interagency agreements, as no other agency has the 

accounting or financial infrastructure to make school payments. 

Collecting building blueprints is unnecessary for grant awards (considering the 

requirement under AB 2). Reviewers are unlikely to have the technical expertise to 

meaningfully review building schematics and blueprints in a grant evaluation process. 

Moreover, this is redundant in light of the separate blueprint requirement under AB 2. 

Encouraging schools to share blueprints with local law enforcement makes more sense. 

MARCH 2018 SPECIAL SESSION ASSEMBLY BILL 2  

Relating to: creating an office of school safety in the Department of Justice and making 

appropriations. 

Housing a school safety center in DOJ narrowly focuses this effort on physical 

infrastructure and law enforcement’s response. Education stakeholders and law 

enforcement leaders have called for a comprehensive response. Elected leaders focusing on 

arming teachers is divisive and undermines public confidence in this proposal.   

Funds should be allocated to the already existing Wisconsin Safe & Healthy (WISH) 

Schools Training & Technical Assistance. Providing new staff and resources to DOJ to 

create a parallel center is inefficient and will create a disjointed approach to school safety. 

The WISH center and DPI already have staff working in this area. 

Charging for school safety training does not make sense. The bill creates a program 

revenue account for DOJ to charge districts that received grants under AB 1 for training 

programs, including on trauma sensitive schools (the state already funds a free trauma 

sensitive schools training program).  

It does not make sense to fund the proposed DOJ safety center with GPR, then turn around 

and charge grantees for services (which also came from GPR).  

MARCH 2018 SPECIAL SESSION ASSEMBLY BILL 3  

Relating to: mandatory reporting of suspected intent to carry out violence involving a dangerous 

weapon or explosive in or targeting a school and providing a criminal penalty. 

Focusing on possible in school violence excludes cyberbullying and violence in other 

setting (movie theaters, concerts, and other social venues, etc.). A more comprehensive 

approach may be more effective. The biggest implementation challenge will be sufficiently 

training mandatory reporters to judge intent, consistently apply standards, and avoid 

disproportionate impacts on special populations (including students with disabilities). 
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MARCH 2018 SPECIAL SESSION ASSEMBLY BILL 4  

Relating to: the Department of Public Instruction's model school policy on bullying by pupils. 

Speedy notification is best practice and parental reporting is already required. To meet 

the deadline, schools may have to notify parents an incident occurred, but may not be able to 

provide more detailed information until it has been investigated.  

MARCH 2018 SPECIAL SESSION ASSEMBLY BILL 5  

Relating to: school safety plans. 

Districts are implementing many of these requirements as part of their current school 

safety practices. The bill adds or modifies several requirements around school safety plans, 

but they are generally aligned with best practice models.  

MARCH 2018 SPECIAL SESSION ASSEMBLY BILL 6  

Relating to: allowing a school board to share safety camera footage with law enforcement. 

This would allow districts to more easily share video footage with law enforcement, if 

the school board determines there is a compelling reason. The bill should be modified to 

apply to independent charter and private schools as well as traditional public schools. 

 

 


