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Gov. Evers, DHS Announce Updated Mass Gatherings Order 

  

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today directed Department of Health Services (DHS) Secretary-designee 

Andrea Palm to issue updates to the previous order prohibiting mass gatherings of 10 or more people. 

The updated order maintains the ban on gatherings of 10 or more people and indefinite school closures, but 

includes some important changes and clarifications: 

• Treats bars and restaurants are the same. Bars will be able to have carryout sales of alcohol and 

food, if allowed by local ordinances and state law. This will help ensure thousands of 

establishments can stay in business during this unprecedented health emergency. 
• Media and news organizations can remain open to provide the public with vital information. 
• Laundromats may remain open. 
• Banks, credit unions, and other financial institutions may remain open if they practice social 

distancing. 
• All parts of the food delivery system – from farms to stores – may remain open. 
• Clarifies that cafeterias in healthcare facilities may remain open to serve our healthcare workers. 
• Allied health professions, such as acupuncturists, are unaffected by the mass gathering ban. 
• All parts of our transportation system can continue to serve our economy. 
• Any facility used for in-person absentee voting or as a polling location may remain open for voting, 

except for sites at long-term care and assisted care facilities. 
• Hair salons, day spas, nail salons, barber shops, tattoo parlors, body art establishments, and tanning 

facilities must close effective 5 pm on Fri., March 20, 2020. 

All gatherings that bring together or are likely to bring together 10 or less people in a single room or 

confined space, whether inside or outside, at the same time must preserve social distancing and follow all 

other public health recommendations issued by DHS or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). Voluntary cancellation, closure, or limitations on the size of gatherings beyond the requirements of 

this order are permitted and encouraged.  

People should follow simple steps to prevent illness and avoid exposure to this virus including: 

• Avoid social gatherings with people of all ages (including playdates and sleepovers, parties, large 

family dinners, visitors in your home, non-essential workers in your house); 
• Frequent and thorough hand washing with soap and water; 
• Covering coughs and sneezes; 
• Avoiding touching your face; and 
• Staying home when able. 

mailto:GovPress@wisconsin.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjAuMTkwNzcxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjAvMDMvMjAvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNDA2ODQ4L0VPJTIwOCUyMENsYXJpZmljYXRpb25fMy4yMC4yMDIwLnBkZiJ9.fiMXyl914lQr-MrAKabRW_6B-oP9XBqOqTFS02oo1rE/br/76417553124-l


This is a rapidly evolving situation and we encourage you and the public to frequently monitor the DHS 

website for updates, and to follow @DHSWI on Facebook and Twitter, or dhs.wi on Instagram. Additional 

information can be found on the CDC website. 
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