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Wisconsin Taxpayers Get New Tuition Tax Deduction Worth $30 Million 

First Time in State History Parents Can Deduct K-12 Private School Tuition  

 

MADISON –A new tuition tax deduction will provide $30 million in relief to Wisconsin taxpayers 

– if they remember to use it when filing their taxes.  

 

For several years, parents have been able to deduct some child care expenses and college tuition 

costs from their federal taxes. Now, thanks to a change in state law, parents can also deduct some of 

the cost of K-12 private school tuition from their 2014 state taxes, according to the Wisconsin 

Council of Religious and Independent Schools (WCRIS). Founded in 1974, WCRIS is a non-profit, 

non-partisan membership organization representing 100,000 children in over 600 private 

elementary and secondary schools across Wisconsin. 

 

“Twelve percent of Wisconsin’s K-12 students attend nonpublic schools. If these schools did not 

exist, state and local taxes would have to rise more than $1 billion to pay for these students to be 

educated in public schools,” said Sharon Schmeling, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council 

of Religious and Independent Schools. 

 

“This deduction is a modest recognition of private school parents’ contribution to the state’s 

educational system,” Schmeling said. 

 

Under the new deduction, taxpayers can subtract eligible private school tuition and book fees from 

their income. It allows up to $4,000 per pupil in grades K-8, and up to $10,000 per pupil in grades 

9-12.  

 

The deduction will amount to a state income tax savings of about $240 for each private elementary 

school student and about $600 for each private high school student, according to the legislature’s 

non-partisan budget office. The vast majority of private school students in Wisconsin attend 

elementary schools.  

 

The tax deduction was adopted by the legislature as part of its 2013-15 state budget. Taxpayers can 

take advantage of it for the first time this year when filing their 2014 taxes, which are due April 15.  

 

Information about the private school tuition tax deduction can be found at 

http://www.revenue.wi.gov/forms/2014/form1_inst.pdf. 
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