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Mayor Declares State of Emergency in Wake of COVID-19 
Additional Changes to City Services, Processes, and Leave Policy in Response to Coronavirus Made 

  
City of Racine - Responding to the coronavirus with the seriousness it deserves, Mayor Cory Mason has declared a state 
of emergency in the City of Racine in order manage the rapidly changing situation in the community. 
  
The Mayor’s intention was to brief the full Council on the state of emergency and its implications at last night’s meeting 
of the Common Council. On the heels of Governor Evers latest executive order about social distancing, limiting public 
gatherings to less than 10, and the closure of bars and restaurants, and after hearing from members of Council it 
became clear that there would not be quorum to meet.  
 
The City will not be holding any meetings of City boards, committees, commissions, or the Common Council until at least 
April 20, 2020 as a precaution for both the safety of the public and City staff. The emergency declaration today, allows 
the Mayor to continue to conduct City business. 
 
The emergency declaration text can be found by clicking  here. 
 
“City employees deserve a great deal of credit for working under extraordinary circumstances,” said Mayor Cory 
Mason.  “We need to come together as a community to maintain essential city services and maintain public health as 
much as possible. I want to thank the public for their understanding in these difficult times.” 
  
The Mayor has been in consultation with the department heads extensively in the last week, particularly the 
Department of Public Health.  In an effort to protect the health and well-being of our residents and employees, the City 
of Racine is taking to following steps: 
  

• A State of Emergency has been declared to protect public health and maintain city operations 

• The public will be able to access city services via email and telephone 

• Most in-person counter service is not currently available.  The library and community centers are closed. 
Festival Hall has postponed all events 

• Meetings of the Common Council and Committees are postponed until April 20th 

• The City Clerk’s office will remain open through April 7th to accommodate the Spring Election.  In person 
absentee voting is available with social distancing.  Requests for absentee ballots to be mailed to voters is 
encouraged 

•  Bus service remains in operation. The buses are sanitized every day 

• Water, wastewater, and solid waste services continue as normal 

• City employees will continue to work, some will work remotely  

• City contracts that are timely will still be executed 

• A temporary leave policy has been adopted to accommodate the needs of the public and our employees to 
safely deliver public services. 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1csqxNHW07NsuspowVdigfYslokkOJYXm/view?usp=sharing


About the City of Racine 
With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan. 
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