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Nonprofit Sector Growing: New Report Sheds Light on Size and Scope of Nonprofits in Wisconsin 
 

Madison – The Wisconsin Nonprofits Association (WNA) announces the release of a new report detailing the size 
and scope of the nonprofit sector in Wisconsin: Nonprofit Wisconsin in Brief: Size and Scope. WNA partnered 
with Forward Community Investments to commission the report from researchers at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Helen Bader Institute for Nonprofit Management (HBI). 
 

WNA Executive Director John Keckhaver stated, “In order to accomplish our mission of helping the state’s 
nonprofits thrive, we need to know what’s going on in the sector. We need accurate, comprehensive 
information and data produced using repeatable, high-quality research methods, and that’s what we have 
here.” 
 
While the National Center for Charitable Statistics indicates there are nearly 19,000 public charities in Wisconsin 
that are registered with the Internal Revenue Service (this number excludes religious congregations), many of 
these do not report income and expenses to the IRS because they are so small, making it difficult to gauge the 
health of these organizations over time. 
 
The report more closely analyzes those nonprofits – approximately 7,900 in 2011 (the most recent year data are 
available) which have gross receipts of at least $25,000. 
 
A few highlights from the report: 

 From 2005 to 2011, the number of these nonprofits grew from 6,941 to 7,944 (or 13%) 

 The largest subsectors by number of these nonprofits in 2011 were: 
o Human services (2,993 or 37.7%) 
o Education (1,167 or 14.7%) 
o Public and social benefit (1,020 or 12.8%) 

 Those nonprofits based in Wisconsin and working internationally – though still a small subsector overall 
– grew at the fastest rate during these years (38% growth) 

 The largest numbers of these nonprofits were located in Milwaukee County (1,595) and Dane County 
(1,146) 

 
The report also details nonprofit revenue, including by subsector, and also includes a number of useful 
definitions and facts regarding nonprofits in addition to the size and scope data. Keckhaver added, “This report 
is just the beginning of our collaboration with the folks at HBI, we are already planning future reports and 
studies that will help policymakers, foundations, individual donors and the public better understand this diverse 
and growing sector of our economy.” 
 
The full report can be accessed at www.wisconsinnonprofits.org.  
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