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Support for public education dominates first Joint Finance Committee hearing 
Overwhelming opposition to proposed budget cuts to UW, K-12 Public Education 

 
BRILLION – More than one hundred supporters of public education packed the hearing room 
and dominated testimony today during the first Joint Finance Committee public hearing about 
the upcoming biennial budget. Members of the committee were urged to reject severe cuts to 
the University of Wisconsin System and K-12 public education. In addition, opposition to 
moving the UW to a public authority and expansion of the private school voucher program was 
clear. School administrators, teachers, students, parents, and concerned community members 
from all across Wisconsin spoke about the value of public education and importance of quality, 
affordable education. 
 
“The message from Wisconsin residents to members of the Joint Finance Committee was 
resounding: the attack on public education in Wisconsin is wrong, and unworkable” said Dr. 
Kelly Wilz, a faculty member at UW-Marshfield/Wood County who is serving as volunteer 
Chairperson of Save the Wisconsin Idea. “Our children deserve a robust, affordable education 
from kindergarten to college, but this budget threatens our state’s longstanding commitment 
to public education. These budget cuts threaten the Wisconsin Idea and are wrong for 
Wisconsin.” 
 
Save the Wisconsin Idea is a group of current and former UW faculty members, students, 
alumni, community leaders, and Wisconsin residents that formed in response to Governor 
Walker’s proposed $300 million budget cut and public authority for the University of Wisconsin 
System. Save the Wisconsin Idea has collected more than 3,500 signatures in opposition to the 
budget and engaged thousands of Wisconsin residents on the negative impacts of the proposed 
changes to the University of Wisconsin System.   
 
“Hundreds of Wisconsin residents are speaking today in Brillion, Wisconsin, and not a single 
person spoke in favor of the massive cuts to education proposed by the governor,” said Wilz. 
“Wisconsin residents are overwhelmingly opposed to cutting funding for education, and we 
urge lawmakers and committee members to do the right thing and Save the Wisconsin Idea.” 
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