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Rep. Ron Kind Honors Wisconsin First Responders for Service at Galena, IL 
Train Derailment 

 
La Crosse, WI – U.S. Rep. Ron Kind (D-WI) issued a floor statement for the Congressional Record 
today honoring the southwest Wisconsin emergency first responders who went into Illinois to help 
address the recent train derailment near Galena, IL.  
 
“The swift action taken to safely deal with the recent derailment near Galena, IL is yet another 
example of why we owe our emergency responders so much,” said Rep. Ron Kind. “These brave 
citizens from southwest Wisconsin put themselves in harm’s way to defend families and communities 
from a potentially catastrophic accident. This derailment is another unfortunate reminder of why we 
need to do everything we can to prepare our local first responders for dealing with hazardous material 
derailments. That’s why I’ve introduced the RESPONSE Act to tackle this critical issue.”  
 
Last month, Rep. Kind and colleagues introduced The RESPONSE Act that creates a subcommittee 
under FEMA’s National Advisory Council to bring together agencies, emergency responders, technical 
experts, and the private sector to review training, best practices, resources and unmet needs related to 
railroad incidents. With the upcoming expansion of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Corporation 
(BNSF) Railway through Wisconsin, crude oil transportation has become an increasingly serious safety 
concern in many communities that trains pass through. 
 
The subcommittee would provide recommendations to Congress within one year on emergency 
responder training and resource allocation, addressing quality of training, funding levels, emergency 
response plans, and improving the flow of information to local first responders. It would also help 
develop a train incident database. 
 
Many large cities, states and the federal government have the training and resources to respond to a 
hazmat incident on our railways, but many local communities’ police, fire and medical personnel are 
the first to arrive on the scene to secure the area and keep neighborhoods safe. 
 

Enclosed below is Rep. Kind’s statement for the Congressional Record: 
 

Floor Statement from Congressman Kind 
Recognizing Galena Train Derailment First Responders 

March 18, 2015 
 
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to honor the first responders who helped to control and contain the fire 
caused by the recent train derailment in Galena, IL on March 5, 2015.  These brave citizens responded 

 



 

 

 

 

to the derailment quickly and performed their duties flawlessly.  Thanks to their bravery and hard 
work, the fire was ultimately contained, and disaster was averted.  The state of Wisconsin thanks them 
for their courage and service.  
  
On March 5, 2015, a Burlington Northern Santa Fe train derailed in Galena, Illinois, and started a fire in 
a rural area near the city.  Firefighters from Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin responded to help control 
and contain the fire.  Wisconsin fire departments from Cuba City, Darlington, Dickeyville, Hazel Green, 
Jamestown, Lancaster, and Platteville participated in the incident response.  After arriving on the 
scene, first responders assessed the situation and enacted procedures to control the derailment.  Their 
response was successful, the incident was contained, and crisis was averted. 
 
Every day, firefighters and other first responders go to work prepared to confront our most dangerous 
situations.  These brave men and women are on the front lines, protecting our communities from 
disaster.  Today, I recognize these courageous first responders and thank them for their service.   
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