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The Local 212/MATC Believe in Students FAST Fund supports Legal Action of Wisconsin’s efforts to 

place a ban on evictions during the COVID-19 crisis. 

According to Barbara Toles, the FAST Fund’s Board President and former Wisconsin State 

Representative, “Allowing evictions to take place during the COVID-19 pandemic is not only inhumane 

but undermines efforts to flatten the pandemic’s curve and promote public health. Between 35% and 

40% of the students we help are facing eviction or are homeless,” Toles said. “Evicting people spreads 

the virus, and this virus kills people.” 

“When our students, many of whom are parents, are evicted, they end up sleeping on relatives’ or 

friends’ couches if they are lucky enough to have a place to go,” Toles explained.   

Dr. Michael Rosen, the FAST Fund’s Director further emphasized that “doubling up” in beds and rooms 

undermines the social distancing advised by the CDC.  “Therefore,” Rosen continued, “evictions end up 

creating pandemic hotspots, the very thing our communities need to avoid.” 

Toles said that evicted students who can’t find a couch or floor to sleep on try to get into already 

overcrowded shelters or live in their cars or on the streets.  “Having more people in shelters or on the 

streets undermines efforts to combat the Coronavirus,” she emphasized.” 

“Several cities including Boston, San Francisco, and Seattle have already enacted eviction 

moratoriums,” continued Toles. 

Toles stressed that Governor Tony Evers has declared a Public Health Emergency and banned meetings 

of more than ten people.  Stopping evictions is consistent with that approach since evictions create 

overcrowding and violate the spirit if not the letter of the Governor’s directive. “This is a public health 

crisis,” Toles concluded.  “We need to do everything we can to prevent it from getting worse.” 

The FAST Fund is a non-profit organization that provides emergency financial assistance to Milwaukee 

Area Technical College students experiencing economic crisis. It has helped more than 450 students in 

its three-and one-half years of existence.   
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