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F O R  I M M E D I AT E  R E L E A S E

Elroy-Sparta Gravel Pit Approved

Sparta, WI — On Monday night a Monroe County committee voted to approve an open pit gravel mine on the Elroy-

Sparta Trail along Logan Road in the Town of Wilton. But a lawsuit has been filed and the project’s future is still 

somewhat in doubt.

At a meeting in Sparta, the Sanitation, Planning and Zoning, and Dog Control Committee voted to approve a conditional 

use permit for the road building company Mathy Construction after an intense, but respectful, public hearing attended 

by about 70 people, most of them opposed to the mine. During the public hearing 24 people spoke, with four in favor 

and 20 opposed. 

Committee administrator Allison Elliot began the hearing by reporting that she had received 239 emails just between 2 

PM and 5 PM that afternoon in opposition to the mine due to its impact on the trail. 

“There are a lot of places you can put a gravel pit,” said Wisconsin Bike Fed Executive Director Dave Cieslewicz, who 

appeared at the hearing. “But you can’t move the trail.” 

Cieslewicz pointed out that communities along the trail will be celebrating its 50th anniversary this summer. Based on a 

1989 study adjusted for inflation the trail generates about $2.5 to $5 million a year in economic activity. 

The open pit mine proposal has generated national interest with the Rails to Trails Conservancy joining the Bike Fed in 

opposing the project. 

Now the action moves to circuit court in Monroe County where attorney Glenn Stoddard has filed suit to stop the mine 

on behalf of the owners of the Tunnel Trail Campground, which sits adjacent to the trail and near the mine site. The 

suit claims that approvals from the Town of Wilton should be voided because town officials violated open meetings and 

conflict of interest laws and because they failed to follow their own ordinances, which require them to protect the public 

health and safety. 

Under conditions approved by the county committee the mining operation could operate 24 hours a day Monday 

through Friday. Many local residents voiced opposition based on impacts to the trail and their quality of life. 

For more information, contact Dave Cieslewicz at 608-698-4971

About the Wisconsin Bike Fed

The Wisconsin Bike Fed is a statewide, membership-based nonprofit bicycle organization that works to inspire, 

motivate,and unite a strong community of civic, business and political leaders, motorists and bicycliststo move bicycling 

forward in Wisconsin. For more information, visit WisconsinBikeFed.org
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