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Rep. Wachs: Assembly Republicans Continue  

To Disrespect Local Schools and Communities 
 

MADISON – Today the Assembly passed Assembly Bill 56, which would require the Board of Regents to report 

which high schools have students entering the UW System that need to take remedial Math or English. Rep. Dana 

Wachs (D-Eau Claire), the Ranking Democratic Member of the Assembly Committee on Colleges and Universities, 

voted against the proposal. 

 

“Assembly Bill 56 is just another example of the fact that Assembly Republicans have no respect for local schools, 

school leaders, or the communities that these schools serve,” said Rep. Wachs.  “This proposal could ultimately be 

used to punish schools instead of helping them meet their goals and preparing students of continued education 

success.” 

 

The passage of AB 56 comes just one week after Assembly Republicans introduced a substitute amendment to 

Assembly Bill 1, the so-called “School Accountability” bill. Included in the substitute amendment is a provision that 

would give appointed school superintendents unprecedented powers over elected school boards in districts that 

contain a school considered to be “low performing.” While a committee vote on the substitute amendment was 

cancelled, it is likely that this revised proposal will be voted on and brought to the full Legislature for a vote in the 

near future. 

 

Wachs highlighted the cuts to public education included in Governor Walker’s proposed state budget and how 

efforts such as AB 56 and AB 1 will compound the effects that these cuts will have 

 

“The lack of respect shown to local schools and communities in these bills is appalling, but unfortunately it’s not a 

surprise from Assembly Republicans who have consistently shown that they don’t care about public education in 

Wisconsin,” added Wachs. “The combined effects of the cuts to education in the budget, along with AB 56 and AB 1 

could potentially create a situation where schools are underfunded, punished when they are underperforming, and 

then put elected school board members in a powerless position to do anything about it.” 

 

This latest attack on local control continues a trend that has become a cornerstone of the Assembly Republican 

legislative agenda. 

 

“For a party that claims to ‘support local control of education and keeping control of schools in the hands of elected, 

local school boards,’ they sure have a funny way of showing it,” said Wachs. “Treating local school boards and 

communities with such a lack of respect is not the way we should do business in Wisconsin. Let’s keep the power to 

make local school decisions in the hands of those who are elected. 

 

### 


