
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      MARCH 17, 2015 

CONTACT STATE REPRESENTATIVE PAUL TITTL      (608) 266-0315 
 

 

Rep. Tittl’s 70 mph Speed Limit Bill Passes in Assembly  
 

Madison – Rep. Paul Tittl (R – Manitowoc) voted in favor of his proposal to raise the speed limit 

to 70 miles per hour on designated highways. 

According to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation and other traffic safety experts, the 

safest place to set the speed limit is the point at which 85% of the people are driving at or 

below.  The current 85% percentile speed is over 70 miles per hour on numerous highway 

segments throughout the state. 

“It’s about time Wisconsin raises the speed limit; it’s good for tourism and business,” said Rep. 

Tittl. “This bill also puts safety first by giving the Wisconsin Department of Transportation the 

authority to raise the speed limit on roads only where it’s appropriate.”  

Assembly Bill 27 would return Wisconsin to its traditional speed limit of 70 mph on rural 

highways.  That ended in 1973 when the federal government forced states to lower the speed 

limit due to fuel shortages nationwide.  After the federal regulations were lifted in 1995, states 

were free to alter their speed regulations. Wisconsin is now the only state in the Midwest with 

a speed limit of 65 mph. 

“With people choosing to live further from their jobs, this bill will get them home a little sooner 

and just as safely,” said Rep. Tittl.  “However, this change is not primarily about getting from 

one place to another faster,” he added. “It’s about safety.” 

Illinois, Iowa, Indiana and Utah all found a decline in traffic fatalities after their states increased 

the speed limit.  Traffic safety experts report that increased speed limits reduced the number of 

accidents by decreasing drivers’ variance in speed.  

Before the change can become law, it must be passed by the Senate and signed by the 

governor.  At that point, the change will not take effect on any of Wisconsin’s highways until 

the DOT posts signs with the 70 mph limit.  

This legislation now moves to the state Senate. 
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