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Community Leader Martha Laning Announces Bid 
for Democratic Party Chair 

 

PLOVER, WI – On Saturday, Martha Laning officially announced her candidacy for chairperson of 
the Democratic Party of Wisconsin. Laning is a community leader, businesswoman, and former 
candidate for Wisconsin’s 9th Senate District. 
 
 “I’m running for Democratic Party Chair because our progressive principles of quality public 
education; economic prosperity; a clean, sustainable environment and equality for all citizens are 
under attack by the Republican legislature.  I want to offer my services to my party to build a 
stronger Democratic Party that serves the best interests of all Wisconsinites.”   
 
Laning made her announcement at the annual Democratic Party County Chairs Association meeting, 
where she stressed a need to support and invest in local party leadership: 
 
In her remarks, Laning stated, “We need to build a strong grassroots team across the state – a team 
where all voices are important and are heard.  Our party is great because of all of you – you’re the 
boots on the ground, the heart of our party and when we empower and strengthen you, we 
strengthen our progressive message, our legislators, and our candidates.” 
 
Laning thanked Democratic activists across the state for their encouragement and support as she 
considered entering the race.  She also thanked Mary Lang Sollinger, the former chair candidate 
from Madison who announced Saturday she would be suspending her campaign and supporting 
Laning.  
 
“I'm humbled by the outpouring of support from grassroots leaders of our party from all around 
Wisconsin,” concluded Laning. “Together we’re going to overcome the challenges of recent years 
and elect Democratic candidates up and down the ballot in 2016 and beyond.” 
 
Martha Laning is a business professional and community leader with experience working in 
budgeting and finance for large companies like Target Inc.  Laning has a record of success in 
leadership, including spearheading the effort to fundraise and build a $4.6 million self-sustaining, 
intergenerational community center in her home county of Sheboygan. 
 
She and her husband Wayne live in the town of Sheboygan and have three amazing children: 
Kaitlyn, Madison, and Alec. 
 
To learn more about Martha Laning, please visit www.laningforwisconsin.com 
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