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E-Cigarette Legislation Removes Local Control and Jeopardizes Public’s 

Right to Clean Indoor Air 
 

Madison, Wis.– March 17, 2015 – The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS 

CAN), the American Heart Association (AHA) and the American Lung Association (ALA) 

issued the following statement in response to legislation which would prohibit local governments 

from including electronic cigarettes in their community’s smoke-free air ordinances: 

 

“The increasing popularity and marketing of electronic cigarettes has far outpaced the scientific 

research necessary to deem them safe for either the users or for those around them. 

 

“In fact, data recently published in the New England Journal of Medicine found that the amount 

of formaldehyde, a known carcinogen, inhaled in a day when using some e-cigarette devices 

could be significantly higher than that inhaled when smoking a pack of regular cigarettes. Other 

studies have similarly found carcinogens and heavy metals present in the aerosol that users 

exhale.  

 

“Understandably, many Wisconsin communities have chosen to take action to protect the public 

from potentially harmful chemicals by including e-cigarettes in their local smoke-free air 

ordinance. This by no means impinges on the right of individuals to use e-cigarettes, but rather 

protects the public’s right to clean indoor air. 

 

“The legislation introduced today would revoke that right, invalidate local e-cigarette ordinances 

already in place, and potentially put the health of Wisconsin workers, families and the general 

public at risk. Wisconsin communities should be able to strengthen their local smoke-free 

ordinances if they see fit and not have lawmakers in Madison make decisions that ought to be 

left to local communities to decide.   

 

“We urge the Legislature to protect public health, support local control and reject this 

legislation.” 
 

 

About ACS CAN 
ACS CAN, the nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate of the American Cancer Society, 



 

 

supports evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate cancer as a major 

health problem. ACS CAN works to encourage elected officials and candidates to make cancer a 

top national priority. ACS CAN gives ordinary people extraordinary power to fight cancer with 

the training and tools they need to make their voices heard. For more information, visit 

www.acscan.org. 
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