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Wisconsin Farmers Union members taking part in National Convention 

WICHITA, Kan. – Twenty-four Wisconsin Farmers Union members are among the nearly 500 farmers and 

ranchers who have gathered from around the country for the 113th NFU Anniversary Convention in Wichita, 

Kansas, which kicked off March 14 and continues through tomorrow. This afternoon, members are taking part 

in the important task of shaping NFU policy for the coming year. 

“NFU is one of the few organizations in Washington, D.C., that is truly driven by its members, who convene 

once a year to discuss the organization’s overall policies and vision for family farmers and ranchers at our 

annual convention,” said NFU President Roger Johnson.    

Johnson noted that this year’s convention theme is “Driving the Future of Agriculture,” and both Farmers Union 

members and farmers and ranchers in general need to be fully engaged in that process.  

“There are a lot of important policies that are essential to the economic health of family farmers, ranchers and 

rural America, and we need to be ready to take an active role in the states and in Washington to continue to 

shore up support for them in Congress,” Johnson said.   

Attendees of this year’s convention are being treated to remarks of Dr. Temple Grandin, U.S. Agriculture 

Secretary Tom Vilsack and Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy. Other events 

include tours of local farms and area attractions and targeted breakout sessions focusing on issues ranging from 

personal health to farm safety to climate change.  

“Farmers Union has a rich history dating back to 1902, when a small group of farmers and other rural folks saw 

the need to strengthen the voice of rural America,” said WFU President Darin Von Ruden. “We’re proud to take 

up that torch yet today and work together to ensure the future of the next generation of family farmers.” 

 

Wisconsin Farmers Union is a member-driven organization committed to enhancing the quality of life for 

family farmers, rural communities, and all people through educational opportunities, cooperative endeavors, 

and civic engagement. Learn more at www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com. 
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