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Online Survey on K-12 School Funding Shows Overwhelming Support for Public Schools 

Stevens Point, WI, 3/16/15 – People in Wisconsin show overwhelming support for their public schools!  

An online survey, released in January by School Funding Reform for Wisconsin from Stevens Point, went 

statewide in a matter of days.  “By the end of January, 4,000 people from all over the state responded,” 

said Jeri McGinley, spokesperson for the grassroots organization.  

The educational survey focused on funding issues faced by Wisconsin’s public schools and the subsidies 

taxpayers are being required to give private schools.  The survey provided links to documents from the 

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and other sources so respondents could look up information 

relevant to their school districts.  “For example, we provided a link so people could find out how much 

of each school district’s state aid is lost to the independent (2r) charter schools in southeast Wisconsin,” 

explained McGinley.  “The Stevens Point School District alone loses more than $550,000 every year.”  

The survey also provided information on taxpayer-funded vouchers and how private schools differ from 

public schools in their operations. 

“What surprised us the most was the 2,000 written comments submitted by respondents,” said Michele 

Bjella, School Funding Reform for Wisconsin member.  Overwhelmingly, respondents expressed support 

for public schools.  “There is a lot of concern in communities across the state that we aren’t funding 

public schools adequately and equitably,” noted Bjella.  “There is a clear understanding we pay taxes for 

the public good, and it is our public schools – not our private schools – that open their doors to all 

children without exception.”  

School Funding Reform for Wisconsin will send all of the survey comments to every state legislator, and 

survey results will also be posted on the group’s website, www.reformwi.org. 

 

[School Funding Reform for Wisconsin is a grassroots organization based in Stevens Point.  Established in 

2010, its mission is to support Wisconsin’s K-12 public schools.  For more information, visit 

www.reformwi.org or the group’s Facebook page:  School Funding Reform for Wisconsin.] 
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