
City of Racine,  Wisconsin 
Office of the Mayor 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
City Hall 
Office of Mayor Mason 
730 Washington Ave 
Racine WI 53403 
262 636-9111 
262-636-9570  FAX 

 
 

For IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 15, 2020 

                          CONTACT: 
                          Shannon Powell 
                          262-636-9266 

 

 
COVID-19 Updates from the City of Racine 

Recommendations to residents and updates on City services 
 
 

City of Racine – Racine Mayor Cory Mason, his administrative team, including the Department of Public Health, have 
been working closely with County and local hospital systems to share information as they monitor the COVID-19 
outbreak and continue to work on mitigating the impact to residents and employees of the City. 
 
The outbreak and public response is extremely fluid and the City of Racine, in conjunction with County and our other 
partners, is preparing for multiple scenarios related to City operations. The City is also developing continuity plans for 
departments and instituting a series of internal measures and work flexibility options to ensure the safety the public and 
our employees. 
 
“As a City we need to be as adaptive as possible to make sure we mitigate the impacts of coronavirus. The safety of our 
residents and employees is paramount. We know that the steps we are asking residents to take are inconveniences to 
their daily routines, but ultimately it is the best way to reduce the impact of COVID-19 across the community,” said 
Mayor Cory Mason. “I encourage all of our residents to take this very seriously and to please take the necessary 
precautions to keep your family safe.” 
 
In terms of best health practices, the Public Health Department recommends the following: 

• Avoid traveling to areas of the country or state with confirmed cases of infection or that are known to be high 
transmission areas 

• Cancel all events or gatherings of more than 250 people, and take extra precautions or consider canceling 
smaller events, as well as minimize your time public or commercial spaces with large amounts of people (bars, 
restaurants, shopping centers)  

• Stay home with your families as much as possible to limit possible exposure 

• Enact social distancing as much as possible when gathered with friends or in the work place – keeping a distance 
of 6 feet between you and others 

• Continue to wash and sanitize your hands frequently, as well as clean common surfaces regularly 

• Don’t shake hands, don’t touch your face, cover your cough 

• If you get sick, don’t go to work 

• Gather a 2 week supply of food and needed prescriptions or medicine in case you need to suddenly self-
quarantine – if you are elderly or an at risk population, ask a younger, healthier adult to go to the grocery store 
for you. 

 
In addition to those recommendations, the Public Health Department would like to remind residents of the following: 

• Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, and shortness of breath 



• If your older than 60, and have a condition such as diabetes, lung or heart conditions, or an autoimmune disease 

such as cancer, you are the most at risk and need to make sure you are practicing as much self-isolation as 

possible to avoid exposure to COVID-19 

• If you think you are getting sick YOU MUST CALL AHEAD to your primary care physician to seek guidance and 
what to do next as they will provide you special instruction. Similarly, you should not just show up to emergency 
rooms, you must call ahead to receive special instructions. Finally, calling 911 if you think are have symptoms of 
coronavirus will not get you treatment faster at a hospital or mean that you will get tested for COVID-19 
immediately 

 
As a reminder to the public, here is a current list of impacted City services: 

• The Racine Public Library is closed until further notice 

• All City of Racine Community Centers are closed until further notice 

• The Racine Zoo is closed for two weeks 

• The Racine Public Health Department Clinic made the following changes 
o STD/ HIV Testing availability will be reduced to Monday from 8-5:30 & Wednesday from 8-4:30 
o No distribution of Pack n’ Plays 
o No Car Seat inspections/distribution 
o Scheduled Immunizations will be completed but new appointments will not be scheduled at this time 

• Environmental Health Department has made the following changes to service: 
o Emergency Heat and Water calls will be responded within 24 hours 
o Retail and Housing Complaints will be handled according to severity of compliant 
o Retail and Housing Inspections will be handled according to personnel availability 

 
As of Sunday morning, the City of Racine Health Department reported no known cases of coronavirus.  
 
“Prevention is our best defense against an outbreak. If residents take this seriously now, we will minimize the impacts 
on our community. If we don’t, we will be faced with much more difficult decisions moving forward,” said Mayor Cory 
Mason. “I strongly encourage residents to create a household plan of action. Please check on your loved ones, especially 
the elderly and other vulnerable populations, as we navigate this difficult time.”   
 
Residents are encouraged to stay up to date by visiting the CDC’s coronavirus website at www.coronavirus.gov and the 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services at www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19. 
 
About the City of Racine 

 

With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 

manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-

Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 

the shores of Lake Michigan. 
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