
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE              Contact: Sarah Kikkert, sarah.kikkert@hungertaskforce.org   

                                 414.238.6477 direct / 414.610.5677 mobile 

Hunger Task Force Operational Response to Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

MILWAUKEE – (March 16, 2020) – Hunger Task Force released its emergency operational 

response to COVID-19 today for continuation of services and operations for the immediate future. 

Hunger Task Force is Milwaukee’s Free & Local food bank and Wisconsin’s anti-hunger leader. In 

the wake of the recently declared State of Emergency, Hunger Task Force will remain open in 

service to seniors, low-income households and children throughout Milwaukee County. 

Hunger Task Force’s primary focus will be to deliver targeted emergency food supplies within the 

community to well-equipped nonprofit organizations, schools and government institutions. Hunger 

Task Force will continue its regular food banking operations, providing access to free food for the 

hungry, by utilizing available USDA commodity foods, purchased foods and donated foods, in 

addition to cash gifts from the community. 

To address seniors facing hunger, as the most at-risk population at this time, Hunger Task Force 

will continue its monthly “Stockbox” program, a free box of USDA commodity foods distributed to 

10,000 seniors age 60+. Additionally, the Mobile Market – a grocery store on wheels – will continue 

its regularly scheduled service within Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha Counties to low-income 

neighborhoods, including plenty of senior housing sites and community centers. 

Hunger Task Force anticipates food pantry and meal program closures and decreased access to 

emergency food as a result of the State of Emergency and population of regular volunteers. In 

response, Hunger Task Force is creating a network of compatible, easily-accessible locations to 

serve need populations by offering emergency food supplies via “drive-thru” type food distributions. 

Nearly 90% of Hunger Task Force’s current network of pantries is voluntary and help is crucial. 

Small groups of 20-25 are needed to help build Stockboxes, while individual volunteers will support 

operation of the Mobile Markets. 

The public can take immediate action in one of the following two ways: 

1) Make a secure online donation at HungerTaskForce.org to support shortfalls in specific 

food donations and operations for emergency food distributions. 

2) Volunteer to build senior Stockboxes or support the Mobile Market. Fill out a volunteer 

application and individuals or small groups will be scheduled in 24-48 hours.   

Hunger Task Force is Milwaukee’s Free & Local food bank and Wisconsin’s anti-hunger leader. The organization 

provides healthy and nutritious food to hungry children, families and seniors in the community absolutely free of charge. 

Hunger Task Force was founded in 1974 by a local advocacy group who then formed Milwaukee’s first food bank. Today, 

Hunger Task Force is 100% supported by the community and provides a safety net of emergency food with dignity to a 

network of 75 food pantries, soup kitchens and homeless shelters. Through legislative analysis, education and 

community organizing, Hunger Task Force continues to advocate for anti-hunger policy at the local, state and federal 

level. For more information, visit HungerTaskForce.org. 
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