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Tommy Thompson Center on Public Leadership to Host Free Conference on 
Criminal Justice Reform 

 
MADISON—On April 26-27, the Tommy G. Thompson Center on Public Leadership will 
host an intellectually diverse conference on criminal justice reform (that is free and open to 
the public) at the Monona Terrace in Madison. The broad purpose of the conference is to 
determine whether state policymakers can revise the criminal justice system so it is more 
cost-efficient and liberty-enhancing without damaging community safety.  
 
This two-day long conference brings together policymakers and academics from the left and 
the right to focus on three specific topics: (1) prisoner re-entry, (2) prosecutorial discretion, 
and (3) civil forfeiture, fines, and fees. Speakers include prosecutors and defense attorneys, 
academics, and groups dedicated to criminal justice issues. To underscore the collegial nature 
of the conference—and the topics’ importance—both the left-leaning American 
Constitution Society and the right-leaning Federalist Society are sponsoring it.  
 
The conference begins at 9:00 AM on April 26 with opening remarks from former Governor 
Tommy Thompson. The morning panels on April 26 focus on prisoner-re-entry. The 
afternoon panels address prosecutorial discretion. The morning panels on April 27 discuss 
forfeiture, fines, and fees. Grover Norquist, who has been active in working for criminal 
justice reform across the states, will provide the keynote speech during lunch on April 26.   
 
“This event will bring together policymakers and scholars from across the ideological 
spectrum to address important topics in the criminal justice system,” said Director Ryan 
Owens. “At the Center, we aim to pursue leadership, to foster collegiality, and to be 
problem-solvers. This conference is an excellent way to accomplish those goals—all while 
helping the State of Wisconsin.” 
 
For more information, and to register for free, see https://thompsoncenter.wisc.edu/ and 
click on “events.” 
 
The Thompson Center is seeking CLE credit from the State Bar of Wisconsin for this event. 
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