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Lassa, Barca Letter Probes Latest WEDC Revelations 
 

MADISON – State Senator Julie Lassa (D-Stevens Point) and State Representative Peter Barca 

(D-Kenosha), both legislative members of the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 

Board of Directors, sent a letter today to WEDC Secretary Reed Hall asking for more details on 

revelations that the agency failed to collect reports from companies as required by state law. 

 WEDC board members were informed in late February that the agency had failed from 

January 2014 to February 2015 to follow up on past-due notices to companies that were required 

to file reports on their expenditure of state funds.  In their letter, Lassa and Barca request more 

details on when and how WEDC discovered the problem and why there was a delay in informing 

board members about the issue.  

 “Given the repeated assurances given to the board and the general public that WEDC’s 

previous failures to comply with legally required reporting procedures had been corrected, this 

most recent incident is especially distressing,” the lawmakers wrote.  

 The letter asks for details regarding who made the decision to stop collecting the reports, 

how and when the problem was discovered, when WEDC senior managers became aware of the 

problem, and why WEDC board members weren’t informed about it at their most recent meeting 

on January 21.  

 The legislators added that the incident casts doubt on Governor Walker’s proposal to 

remove legislators from the board of the new agency he wants to create by merging WEDC with 

the Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority. “Restricting transparency and 

accountability in this manner will only increase the likelihood of this kind of lapse occurring 

again in the future,” Lassa and Barca wrote. 

# # # # 


