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Dane County Democrats Hold UW – Madison Budget Listening 
Session 

 
Madison – A number of Madison-area legislative Democrats, including Senator Fred 
Risser and Representatives Chris Taylor and Terese Berceau will hold a listening 
session on the proposed 2015 – 2017 state budget on the UW – Madison campus later 
today.  Students, faculty, staff, and community members are invited to share their 
thoughts about the proposed cut of $300 million in state funding, the transition to a 
public authority, and other budget provisions affecting the UW System. 
 
“A strong, vibrant system of higher education is critical to the future of the entire state.  I 
hope students, university faculty and staff, alumni, and community members will use 
this open forum to share how the UW System budget cuts will affect their work, their 
studies, and our local economy,” said Senator Risser. 
  
“Our hard-earned reputation as a world class university system is at stake,” 
Representative Taylor noted.  “Our outstanding faculty not only performs innovative 
research that helps create 21st century jobs, but brings in $1.1 billion in research money 
over the budget cycle.”  
 
“Madison and Dane County have been the economic engine of Wisconsin for the past 
several years, in large part because of the effects of Madison campus,” Representative 
Berceau noted.  “UW – Madison contributes $12.4 billion to our state economy. It 
ranked sixth in the world in the number of patents issued to universities in 2013. A 
NorthStar economic impact study found that for every dollar Wisconsin invests in the 
UW, $21 is returned to the state economy.” 
 
All three legislators feared that a funding cut of this magnitude, the largest in history, on 
top of $450 million in reductions in the governor’s previous budgets, puts us at risk of 
not really having a public university system anymore.  
 


